


It simply is not possible to add a 
couple more Full-time hobbies to the av­
erage Fandom-Is-a-Way-Of-Life schedule 
OF FRENZIED FANACTIVITY. AT LEAST, NOT 

UNLESS ONE HAS DISCOVERED SOME WAY OF 

SQUEEZING ADDITIONAL HOURS INTO THIS 24— 

HOURS —PER—REVOLUTI ON SPACE —TIME CONTINUUM. 
HAVE NOT YET FIGURED OUT HOW TO DO THAT, 

SO WHEN I ADDED A COUPLE OF MUNDANE HOB­
BIES TO MY STEFFING LAST YEAR, SOMETHING 
JUST HAD TO GO I WHAT WENT, TURNED OUT TO 

be my Fanzine Review Column. I find there 
JUST is NO TIME AVAILABLE FOR A LIESURELY 

ANALYSIS OF A FANZINE AFTER I READ IT, 
FOLLOWED BY THE CEREBRAL PROCESS OF BOIL­
ING DOWN THIS EVALUATION TO A MANAGEABLE 
PARAGRAPH, PLUS THE TIME-CONSUMING STEN­
CILLING AND MIMEOGRAPHING ANO COLLATING 

Or THE RESULTING 5 TO 8 PAGES OF DISTILLED 
EGOBOO FOR THE EDITORS. I REGRET THIS 

shutting off of A SOURCE OF SUPPLY... 
Editorial Egoboo is the prime ingredient Joni Cornell (Courtesy N3F MssBu
in ampubbing motivation. Without it 
one’s heart’s blood onto paper

, there is LITTLE GRATIFICATION IN POURING
„ UNDER THE SEMBLANCE OF MIMEO INK. WlTkniiT

u DOLLOPS OF APPRECIATION AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT, EVEN THE STURDIEST Nrn 
WEAKENS ANO H|S CRANKING ARM GROWS WEARY But a e | S ^E0

fortuitous Postal circumstance I f T HAVE ™E T° G° ,NT0 De™LS* by 
ros»TAL CIRCUMSTANCE, A FANZINE HAPPENS TO at . _______ ’•
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LOC.

D<MoAT05$! ^AHiJASHV“-LE,TENN

YIPERKU^ C^pazVIm
kowloon<P, WN 

, HONGKONG 
, LA O, C

, TED
I! 
It 
If

MH?!
NM -

LONDON
LONDON NWO

^’29^1^03,1? "h^TS., ENO.ANO
. % J^N R^V IN, ’BOX

NMEMOR I al DR ,



the following August and I had. better get

have
As you must undoubtedly/noticed, GZ 

is now a N'APAzine. After all these years, 
CMC is no longer in FAPA. Although I knew 
nothing of it at the time, Hon Ellik’s an­
nouncement in FANAC to that effect, must 
have been Orders from Headquarters, because 
(although I had in the meantime token care 
ofr my pending balance plus an additional 
years dues) 3 days after it came out Evans 
wrote me that he "had no alternative" but 
send my money back and declare me "delin­
quent in dues"1.!! When I wrote and asked 
how this could possibly be, inasmuch as I 
had paid duplicate dues the previous year 
and the money had been in the treasury ever 
since January, 1960, the entire FAPA Offiei- 
aldom (excluding MZB who had no say in the 
matter) went into a huddle. Out of this 
dither, Evans, Economou and Eney (egged on 
by Ellik) managed a truly Orwellian rewrite 
of PAPA history —• shattering FAPa custom, 
tradition and precedent like clay pigeons 
at a skeet shoot — and came up with.’ (A) 
FAPA does not now and never did have any 
.provision for prepayment of dues, or (B) 
if they did, it was only because the Treas­
urer allowed it, and (0) Anyway, Ellik had 
warned me.

Well, that latter pant is undoubtedly 
time. When I paid duplicate dues in Jan. 
1960, Ellik DID send me a postcard inform­
ing me that although the dues were $2 per 
year at the moment, they would go up to $3 

that additional dollar in before the Novem­
ber deadline if I expected to remain in FAPA. It certainly sounded enough like a 
warning that I suppose I should have paid sone attention to it, but I didn't , 
Always before, there had been membership continuity enough to car,ry over.the gap betwe n 
the $2 op. hand and the $1 owing. However, it appears that I underestimated the lengtl r. 
to which the Calkinism* faction in FAPA was willing to go in order to get me out of 
their hair. So here I am, in N'APA instead. (Chortle... Little did I dream when I 
was grotching about too many females in FAPA see Unasked Opinion — that they would 
start their housecleaning by eliminating met)

*" CALKINISM," as defined by Kent Corey (see Unasked Opinion) is "..the 
philosophy that ±he en£ jaa.Ufje.fi. Ue. E£asa."

He. FDR VS PEARL...HARBOR: I have mentioned more than once the opinion that this 
nation was forced into WII deliberately by FDR as a •oolitical maneuver, and I have 
also been lambasted verbally by readers who refused to accept it. Well, at last 1 
have run across a conjilation of publications on this subject, and for the benefit of 
those of my readers who refused to take my word that there was grounds for this idea, 
I will list a source that they can look up and read for themselves what happened! 
Listed in their approximate order of appearance, I give you:

jaa.Ufje.fi


P°arl Earb°r" 1944)
t^carl Harbor George Morgenstern (Devin-Adair, 194?)

»‘ • V" •19601^Jack Door To fer" Dr. C.C. I-.m £951)
Lederle B. Sanborn (D^ln-Adalr, 1951)

Jr of Infav" feitoj LoS (Ho«?ri^) S-A-Ihe0'’ald vln-Atolr, 1954) 
mi of 11110 Third Belch" Shirer

<Bante n0400’ 1957) 
"Boocevelt’s Bond to Buooia” George N. CrXi (^’1959)

story of thc^ljackina rI®T10H- 5510 nerepapero lately have been full of the 
out. it 10 attailouX
trlguo no used to get then tho^orld13 “mshbu01cllnS tales of dcrrlng-do and high In- 
Sabatlnl. De^asSnt and tJmlnc to -t^”’' K\lnl30e”t of
wr with each other, and racing ’ x nation£J 00:7 ot ^tons-length from,
almost refreshing to read somethin^ L 4 first satellite-hold on the moon, it is 
vessel and a j ' dashing and adventurous as a captured passenger

- > I almost expected the principals to break out inU aX.vessel and a kidnapped crew.

prising mX^X^rZS^nis^ 1 ^S/instSc^ cli?piags’ 1 fi»d a ow- 
after the Rose Bowl Game /re a Univ herc 8 onc ^ted the Sunday

as she S X aSi f±: PuttinS thf ^chcraft to use
an ardent football fan and also a vm efterroon, was Mrs. John B. Anderson. 
Prof. Sylvia Anderson 1^0 ? Pressor of Ihglish at the U.W.
thing to do with it before! Here itThow it^0^ aeV0r had
erson received a nackaee contain^ C T about” In the mall.. Mrs. And- voodoo doll dressed i^ MinL^ot£ "A I’rltnd"‘ a 5"
a tag which read. ’A Pox on Ktane-ota* the nUE1,bej* 61 andWc Mix’ powder and a bookie t^of the ?°X a P^1^ ®f ’Black
had the doll with her aa _.x_£ ^truotions.., Mrs. Anderson admits she
she began sticking pins in the^doll in^hf^ ^ter/’inaGcota had scored,

IS 'Latar-Than-Tou-Think...) 4011 in the test voodo° nanner." (Maybe it

values editorial on the moral
opinion that contemptuous violation’of , ^5 a ^^1^) expressed theas offenses pl£SlXXI- g^t^^r T WorG 004 M 
back pages of a different newspaper of the J ?tr ^on from the
old driver who failed to yield^^riSt-of^v^ie^ ’ nen,tioniag briefly that a 19-yr 
sentenced to 5 days in jail and a $50 fine^ a couple in the other car. Be was ity of expecting the State to ^ubstitut^for an^di^d ^k01* example of the futil- 
manslaughter is getting cheaper by the minute? S \f0118010000• I;ot only that, 
rate Landscape Architect and mate is nniv / ow the penalty for bagging a first- 
will let him off so easy?) 5 Ws and a $50 fine! wonder if God

ari le«lml,ie »® fightgun and shot the driver xS ran him d^ in * pedestrlan pulled out a
nresses. so I think I'll postpone the Xr J Crosswik’-- ^U. end of page. Time 
anyway, with TUO Mailing Comments (l™<dLi??^\ ^k^ 1111311 is oversize 
1 couldn’t make it stick... I renewed rv 1 — comevdiat sheepishly_

’ renewed my sub of flag of F&SP after all...)
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Comment on ,!’ >pa Pilg. '/

. ULHDDE ,-3 - Meskys. 
This is probably the 
BEST MAG IN THE Ma IL I N 
Excellent repro, neat 
FORMAT, AMPLY ILLO'o, 
WITH A NICE SELECT I OH 
OF MATERIAL (INCLUDING 

A GOOD LETTERCOL. I 
AM PLEASED TO NOTE FROM 

Jerry Page's letter at 
LEAST ONE OTHER FAN 

likes James Branch Cab­
ell's writing.) The 
MATERIAL IS MUCH SETTER 

THAN MY.,’.IVIE® MIGHT 
INDICATE, BUT EVEN BACK 
IN THE DAYS WHEN (AS 

MENTIONED IN THE LEAO 
article) Richard Frahm, 
Wally 7eber and ! typed 
ABOUT A QU-RE OF STEN — 

O-ILS for Harry Moore 
FOR THE FIRST PMmORTmL 
STORM, I had a heck of 
A TIME TRYING TO MAKE 

ANYTHING OUT OF WHAT I 
WAS TYPING. Later, 
WHEN I GOT MY COPY OF 

THE COMPLETED WORK, I 
STILL COULD NOT GET 

much out of it. Not 
THAT IT WAS ILLEGIBLE,

NO, THE REPRO WAS FINE. 
It was just that the 
SUBJECT MATTER WAS SO 

CONFUSED and full of 
UNIDENTIFIED NAME-DROP­
PINGS, AND EXPRESSED IN 

SUCH multi-syllabic

NOT FINO SUFFICIENT MOTIVATION FOR PLOWING THROUGH IT.*' I SUSPECT^ |F ANYONE^^^ 

SHOULD RUN A Fog InDEX ON |T, THE READING LEVEL IS PROBABLY ON A Ph!o; Ph. BETA 

-OK LEVEL..« If SOMEONE HAD THE PAT1ENCE TO TRANSLATE THE
^VOR ’ EASY '^A0,NG LCVet " 8 9, HE WOULD BE DOING FANDOM A BIG

'^op not UEV'NS US KNOW WHAT WAS ,N <T- But this article of Jerry's certa.nly

T SHARES ALL THE TURGtDITY OF STYLE OF THE BOOK IT ANALYZES. On
'^STR0NQ'S DETAILED PROZINE REVIEW PRESENTED A CURIOUSLY VAGUE 

’ BUT F°R AN0THE* ^ASON. pD DOUBT IT WAS JUST AN OVERSIGHT. BUT 
. ' nj°‘ ‘ ' M-NT!0N THE °.AJE 0F THE MAGS HE REVIEWED, JUST THE MONTH. 3uT I 

? '■ AH exC^D’NSLY WEIRD EFFECT — AS THOUGH I WERE AFLOAT ,N TIME, WAN0_ 

C. N, FROM YEAR TO YEAR, WONDERING JUST WHICH OF ALL THE SEPTEMBER ANO OCTOBER 

- nd Zw.?'";®?5,"*8 talking about.... It was almost an ant.cl.max when 
- . . O _ IF- THE DATE OF HIS FINAL REVIEW, IE, MAY 19&0 ASTOUNDING.



S-VuN EYES OF NINGAU3LE -• Larry anderson. The comments about Mark Twain are 
interesting and well presented, but to me the most fascinating item in this 
mag was "Personal Observations Upon h Ghost Town". For some unknown (to me 
REASON, I FIND THE IDEA OF A GHOST TOWN - AN EMPTY CITY, A DESERTED VILLAGE “ 

GLAMOUROUS. THOSE OCCASIONAL WESTERNS WHICH HAVE AS THEIR LOCALE SOME ABAMDOn 

EO LEFTOVER FROM THE GOLD RUSH DAYS, USUALLY FIND ME SPENDING MORE TIME WATCH 

tNG THE BACKGROUND PROPS THAN THE ACTION GOING ON IN FRONT OF THEM. BUT I SUS • 
PECT ONE REASON FOR THIS FASCINATION IS MY CURIOSITY AS TO WHY THESE HABITABLE 
DWELLINGS CONTINUE TO REMAIN UNINHABITED.. WHY IT IS THAT IN A CIVILIZATION 
LIKE OURS, WHERE THERE ARE TEEMING SLUMS IN EVERY CITY WHEREIN ARE CROWDED 

TENEMENTS AND OVERFLOWING ALLEYS, WHY SHOULD ALL THIS HOUSING GO TO WASTE? I 
AM INTRIGUED BY THE IDEA OF SO MUCH INVESTED CAPITAL LYING USELESS AND UNPROF­
ITABLE, WHEN THERE ARE PEOPLE WHO COULD BE LIVING IN IT, WHO COULD BE USING |T 

AT EVEN SOME MINIMUM OF RETURN, ANO IN SO DOING, NOT ONLY JUSTIFY JT3R EXIST­
ENCE, BUT ALSO RELIEVE THEJB OWN CONGESTED LIVING SPACE.. IT JUST DOES NOT 

MAKE SENSE TO ME THAT ALL THESE HOUSES ----- EVEN WHOLE TOWNS ----- SHOULD BE VACANT
ANO DESERTED, WHEN JUST ABOUT ANY CITY SLUM COULD PROVIDE A WHOLE POPULATION 
WITHOUT EVEN NOTICING THEY WERE GONE! I SUPPOSE THE ANSWER IS THE SAME OLD 

HUMAN ANSWER   STUPIDITY, GREED, AND SHIFTLESSNESS. ThE SHIFTLESSNESS OF THE 
SLUMY DWELLERS WHO WOULD RATHER CROWD THEMSELVES INTO AN ALREADY OVER-CROWDED 
ROOM WITH 5 OTHER FAMILIES, THAN MAKE THE EFFORT TO REACH OUT FOR THE ROOM AND 

THE CLEAN EARTH ANO SKY THAT IS OUT THERE JUST WAITING FOR THEM. THEY ARE TOO 

STUPID TO THINK BEYOND THEIR OWN PETTY ENVIRONMENT} TOO DULL AND UNIMAGINATIVE 
TO MAKE ANY ATTEMPT TO DEAL WITH THE OWNERS OF THIS USUSE8. PROPERTY TO THEIR 
MUTUAL ADVANTAGE — AND TOO GREEDY TO THINK OF ANYTHING ELSE THAN "LET THE 

Government provide bor ns'ii! Bxh! No wonder this country is rushing toward 
Socialism on a one-way ticket!

APE ,/2; PED CUBE; HELP! - Ron Haydock. I chortle over your proposals for aSS . 
AND TAAF, BUT we’ve GOT TROUBLES ENOUGH OF OUR OWN OVER HERE WITHOUT WORRYING 
ABOUT IMPORTING MORE FROM AFRICA. THE APES CAN JUST TAKE THEIR OWN CHANCES 

ANO RUN FOR THE HILLS — WHICH IS MORE THAN MANY OF THE HUMANS WERE ABLE TO DO. 
(Though now that someone finally got around to eliminating Lumumba, maybe things 
WILL EASE UP A BIT.) N|CE PRESENTATION OF BOMBA THE JUNGLE BOY BUT |T SPARKS 

NO RESPONSE FROM ME. MANY, MANY DECADES AGO — PROBABLY LONG BEFORE YOU WERE 

born — I was a Tarzan of the Apes afficionado. I read all the books (couldn’t 
AFFORD TO COLLECT THEM, THEY DIDN’T HAVE PBS IN THOSE DAYS) AND EVEN WENT TO 

THE EXTENT OF CUTTING OUT THE DAILY NEWSPAPER INSTALLMENTS OF "TARZAN AND THE 

Jewels of Opar" in the hopes of having my very own copy of it. I carefully 
PASTED EACH INSTALLMENT |N AN OLD PULPZINE AND TRIUMPHANTLY RE-REAO IT ALL AT 

one sitting. Good thing that I did, too, because a bosom friend of mine wanted 
TO BORROW IT — ANO I NEVER SAW |T AGAIN! I WAS SO CRUSHED BY THIS CALLOUS
PERFIDY THAT I LOST MY INTEREST |N TARZAN, INCLUDING ANY AND ALL OF THE MYRIAD 

IMITATIONS THAT HAVE SPRUNG UP IN HIS WAKE. BuT IF YOU EVER WANT TO START A 

Society for the Abolition of Borrowers Who Fail To Return Books, I’ll be with 
YOU ALL THE WAY. GRRR... (SORRY TO IGNORE YOUR PLEA FOR HELP!, BUT IF I GOT 

TO LISTING ALL THE HUNDREDS OFFANZSNES PAST AND PRESENT, IT WOULD BE MORE THAN 

I could handle. Re your query, "Are you really as mean and fierce and cruel and t 
ARGUMENTIVE AS THEY SAY?" ----- I OUNNO, I GUESS YOU’LL HAVE TO JUDGE THAT FOR

yourself. What do you think?)

SONOMA 73 - Norm Metcalf. These mailing comments were practically unintelli­
gible BECAUSE OF LACK OF REFERENCE... THAT’S A FREQUENT FAILING AMONG PERSONS 

UNFAMILIAR WITH APAS AND THE PUNCTfLITIES OF MAILING COMMENTS, BUT FOR A PER­
SON WHO LISTS HIMSELF AS ONE OF THOSE WHO "JUST LIKE TO JOIN APAS" IT SEEMS 

rather odd? The only adequate review was on Quoth The v/alrus, which did refer 
VERBATIM TO THE MATERIAL BEING REVIEWED. (NOT THAT I AGREE WITH THE IDEAS EX­

PRESSED.) In fact, it seems to me that Norm is doing just what he accuses 
Holland of having done, ie, "No one can refute you until they know what you’re 
TALKING ABOUT" ----- ANO THEY CAN*T AGREE WITH YOU, EITHER, UNLESS THEY CAN HAVE

SOME IDEA WHAT |T )S YOU ARE TRYING TO SAY.



HAS

THE
ANY

Sometimes an
STAMP ON IT.

means. Bruce

HE"STEE‘- There’s ONE ARGUMENT 'N «... or 
"AS MENT">“E° S’ (THOUGH I GRANT YOU ,T ISN'T

A a !'! '5’ TH‘T |T G'VES ™E E°'T°S * ” “OE A STAKE. T^S ONE
CeNTENNEAL COMMEMORATIVE ON |T, ANO I AN GLAOTO GE 

OTHERWISE WORTHLESS FANZINE BECOMES QUITE VALUABLE BECAUSE G 

ot that Bruce’s fanzine could be considered Worthless, by 
makes one very penetrating comment about the never—enc•ng

CONTROVERSY AS TO "THE TROUBLE WITH N^F". He P0INTS OUT, "..CERTAIN TYPES OF 

(other) rCT'°N FANS are ME«BE”S. They are considered 'fugheads' to certain 
W , r T ”°ST *CT'VE T”ES'-- — > ««

/ ..things that just do not appeal” to the other fans. Actually
A a PARAPHRASEd) ®®servation expresses the "trouble” in a nutshell’’

The J nothing at all "Wrong” with NJF as far as N^F is concerned.
The general membership of N?F likes it the way it 7^

"truefannish" fan who gripes and complains BECAUSE N3FIS ONLY THE SC
DOES NOT F ‘ T 
STF IS THE ONi. 

ARE mentioned;

ALLED
0 H|S OWN PATTERN OF FAN-CONFORMITY. FaNS WHO SUPPOSE THAT 
TOPIC FOR FANNISH DISCUSSION, COMPLAIN WHEN NON-STF'SH SUBJECT0 

MATFP... c WH° SUPP°SE THAT THE 0N^ OBJECT OF WRITING JS TO PROVIDE “

th^r GR,PE WHEN N5F MEM0ERS WRITE MERELY TO CORRESPOND with
NDS* ACTUALLY, N}F COVERS A VAST FIELD OF INTEREST ----- A W^DE SCOPE

FANNISH ACTIVITY OF WHICH THE SO-CALLED "TRUEFANN I SH» ACTIVI '°S , E FAN— 

Il^,pUBn‘SH|NG’ C°NVENTJ°NS> RRO-MAG & FAN-MAG REV!EWS, FANNISH ^N-ORDUP" 
GOSSIP ABOUT THE VARIOUS ’’FOCAL POINTS”, ETC.. — |S MERELY A FRACT 0... BUT

..NS” INTO 

IS WILLING TO TOLERATE THE

it IS THIS VAST AREA OF INTEREST WHICH DRIVES THE SELF-STYLED "7 
A TIZZY OF GRIPING AT N}F, BECAUSE ALTHOUGH NJF 
' TRUEFANS" AND RESPECT THEIR FANACTI V ITfES, THE 

PLETELY INTOLERANT OF ANYTHING EXCEPT THEIR OWN

own focal-point ampubbing. This latter type of 
stand ano/or appreciate the fanac of the other.

SO-CALLED "TRUEFANS” ARE COM- 

IN-GROUP GOSSIPPING ANO THEIR 
FAN MAKES NO ATTEMPT TO UNDER—

Quite the contrary THEY DO
. As2 E p! WT ™EY °AN T0 CENS°R ™E 1NTERESTS or THE OTHER GROUP 

N^APA r *r THE NEFFERS ATTEMPT TO D1SCUSS ANYTHING AT

THEY W^LL IT ®AME °UD ,N“GR°UP’ CHATTER OF THE NON-NEFFER ’fOCAL-PO|NTS' 
ON L! « THEY CAN TO STOP IT. CASE IN POINT; NOTICE HOW THEY

on Racy Higgs because he talks about what HE is interested in, rather
Th I NK HE should.. 
Same way with GMC

THAN WHAT THEY 

YEARS TO HIM. 
WHO ABSOLUTELY 
OR OUT OF IT.

Same way with Coslet — they’ve done it for

As Bruce observed, there are ’’certain types” 
cannot tolerate any interests except their 
And, strangely enough

MOST LOUDLY AGAINST ’’CENSORSHIP1’
IT IS USUALLY THESE

OWN, WHETHER |N N}F

SAME FANS WHO SCREAM

BNF SPECIAL — Jack Harness, 
Jack is our next N’/aPA Mailer 
He'll probably do all right.

I NASMUC-H

. If he
AS he ran unopposed FOR OE, I SUPPOSE
ST I CKS TO THE PLATFORM HE PUBLISHED

O_D _ , (Especially if he sticks to the
TOUCHED oTLJ 9ft08e HAV0C’ RAW RAGING HAVOC, WITH YOUR EYEBALLS".) JaCM HAS 
S R Lt S’OICULOUS ASPECT OF THE NJF WELCOMITTEE — I REFER TO THE

About the on vT* PRACT,CE of assigning the very newest members as "welcomers" 
ABOUT THE ONLY thing THEY HAVE TO OFFER IN THEIR "WELCOME LETTERS" |S THEIR 

EUT„US,.ST,C _ CERTAINLY, „„„ „ TM£„ HAv£ be£(i
LONG ENOUGH TO BE ABLE TO TELL THESE INCOMING RECRUITS MUCH ABOUT IT. AND, 

few yearTT3 °UT’ WHEN AN °L°’T,MER renews *«S lapsed MEMBERSHIP AFTER A
e T , GREETERS D0 MA‘E A ’War impact, to say the least.

A Two pa ONLY FAIR TO POINT OUT THAT THIS SITUATION HAS COME ABOUT FROM
A TWO-FOLD CAUSE: FfRST, THIS IS ONE OF THE BEST WAYS TO GET THE ENTHUSMS^C 

NEW MEMBERS ORIENTED INTO WHAT THE CLUB DOES HAVE TO OFFER, BY TRYING TO EX- 

R^IN !T TO MEMBERS EVEN NEWER THAN THEMSELVES, AND ALSO FROM THE FACT THAT 
A7L ” / ! A MeMBER HAS BEEN ,N ,T/ U0NG EN°UGH T° SE ACQUAINTED w[TH
ALL THE NS-AND-OUTS OF FANDOM, HE/SHE HAS USUALLY BECOME SO INVOLVED JN THEIR 

Actually*'L'tS ™EV N° L°NGER have e,ther the time or enthusiasm for Welcomes. 
_ , L HOUGH |T DOES HAVE ITS OCCASIONAL LUDICROUS MOMENTS, THIS ISN’T
SUCH A BAD IDEA AFTER ALL.

PROMISE "..PA­



NEBULOUS — H A RR E L l/.H AML I N 

AND distinct. Usually that 
RATHER THAN MASTER CARBON. 

a fanzine, it is adequate.
COURSE

I. WELL, THE COLOR ON THE COVER DID TURN OUT NICE 

DEEP A TINT IS ACHIEVED ONLY BY USE OF DITTO INK 
Otherwise, there’s not much to say. is a cover foi 

auT , lT W°UU0 U00K SETTER WITH A LETTERING GUIDE, OF

comment/^/ r AT ™ERE *EAt,-Y ,s N0T «uch To say abo"T it. Harrell 
the LOST OorLDSTM^^ 8E,NG °Ntr 2°’ TALL ,NSTEA0 0F the 200’
PAPERS Lt HERE REM’N08 * NEWS ' TEM C^^NTLY H.TTING THE

FOR aunntur e ’ T SEE $ THE EATTL^~TaCCMA AIRPORT IS DOING SOME EXCAVATION 

U OF W GfolLvUpJHER RUNWA*S AN° HAVE UNCOVERED A DEPOSIT OF FOSSIL BONES. OUR 
u DEPARTMENT is SWARMING ALL OVER THE place, PRACTICALLY InLaP-

BEEN cTveLY^ ARE ™E B’6CE5T AN0 BEST-PRESERVED BONES THAT HAVE YET 

X X n country. There was a picture in the paper of one per-
creIture !t « PEUV’C B0NE FR0M * G,AHT SloTm- ,T was across and the 
C.Xl! I FR°M MUST HAVE ST°®° A80UT 11‘ H,GH WHEN ,T WAS ALIVE. ( I N- 

the Hyait HouLMLtf WELL MENT’°N that ™’s ‘S uust a short distance from 
Yourself GeoloL?WHERE WE A*E HAV,Ne THE SE*C0N TH,S sum«hr. mny Do-It- 
TOURSELF GEOLOGISTS, BRING YOUR OWN

t

PICK ANO SHOVEL.')

KaYMaR - K. Martin Carlson. If you 
RECOGNITION TO THE (DEA OF A "BUDDY 

VOCIFEROUS OBJECTIONS! LOOK AT THE

ARE SUGGESTING THAT ,1* tPa GIVE FORMAL 
DEAL" SUCH AS YOU SUGGEST, I EMIT LOUD AND 

MESS FhP.A GOT INTO FROM OFFICIALLY RECOG—
ED MC^^SH|PS" BETWEEN HUSBAND AND WIVES. AS I MENTIONED ,N UN..SK~
to of INION, NOW THEY ARE STUCK WITH THESE EXTRAS WHO CAN JUMP RIGHT | nL THE 
MAILING AND PRATTLE HAPPILY ABOUT ANY MUNDANE MATTER THEY PLEASE^ ALL L THE 

CCORDING To\r°US WHETHER ME/SME °ETS * CHANCC TG ™ NOT.
T P8E9ENT SETUP, THERE IS NO REASON AT ALL WHY ANY INDIVIDUAL

THE 0XTm?0 H£ PLEASES W’™ H,S 0W" FANZINE, SO LONG AS HE PRODUCES
HIS pLz L po °F H‘S °WN MAT£”,AU- CHOSES TO "FARM OUT"

w t m T *!A,L,N6 0R TW0 T0 S0Me Waitinb LISTER of HIS CHOICE, so
material and th«I I*’"' W°UL° CARE ~ WE HAVE N0 Restriction against guest 
Fol nlC * N0 RUU,N° AGA,NST LETTING someone ELSE DO ONE’S RUBBING

3‘and ?Eu8ER ,S FREE T0 MAKE ANV K,N0 of arrangement between
e WAITING LISTER THAT HE M,GHT CHOOSE TO MAKE — BUT TO GIVE AN 

3E BR E E D I NG TR OU B LE FC M " °EAU ~ N°» N0 ’ 1000 TIMES NO! WE’D ONLY
oe breeding Trouble for ourselves.

” SE™ J°HNS°N’ MV GOODNESS, ARE YOU STILL CHEWING THE OLD 
ARGUMENT THAT WE OUGHT TO PERMIT "SEX IN THE APA» ON THE GROUNDS THAT "3EX IS 

For HEAVEN SAKE, WHAT IF IT IS? WHY NOT MENTIONONE OF THE BASIC J DRIVES' 
THE OTHER 2 FOR A CHANGE |INSTEAO
TO BE UNDER A CULTURAL TABOO?
BECAUSE IT IS CONSIDERED
the other 273 of human

OF INSISTING ON THIS ONE ASPECT WHICH HAPPENS 
OR IS THAT WHY YOU ARE INSISTING ON«IT? MERELY

INDECENT TO DWELL TOO MUCH ON IT? GOODNESS KNOWS, 
MOTIVATION GIVE US PLENTY OF LEEWAY FOR INTFRFstiwp 

F0RC^NSTANCEW*whfUT HAV’N° T° V|°LATE OUR SOCIAL MORES REGARDING THIS tt/j...

U "U°"E'-’ 0L° "AN >•'« ‘ ’AT ■» ">S
REALLY OESER ’ PR°°F H°LE” AR® T0UCH|NG 0N * SUBJECT THAT

G E 8 r DISCUSSION. EVERY TIME OUR LOCAL TV COMMERCIALS BE-
I HEIR SPEIL ABOUT HOW WE SHOULD BUILD A CONCRETE SHELTER UNDERGROUND FOR 

what 1^ t e 'T W|™ PR°V,S,0NS pOR 2 WEEKS, I FEEL LIKE ASKING, "WHY?" 
IS THE POINT OF IT? W|TH WHOLESALE CONTAMINATION COVERING THE

OUR FAMILY ano stock
I MEAN,

WMAT G°°° *S,AN UNOEflGROUNO CUBBY-HOLE WITH F OOD 7 OR ” 14 
IN THE nL2 ^EEKS ARE °VER <AN° A H0RR,8LE 2 WEEKS IT WOULD BE, 
IN THE DARK CLOSET WITH BARELY ENOUGH TO EAT AND 
EXERCISE) WHAT THEN? SOONER OR LATER THE FAMILY 

THAT DEADLY SURFACE RADIATION — SO WHAT WAS THE 

misery? Just an additional 2 weeks of life? <»n 
BEFORE THE REAL TORMENT BEGINS?

DAYS?
TOO, LOCKED

NO ADEQUATE SANITATION NOR 

HAS TO COME OUT AND FACE 
GAIN OF THE 2 WEEKS OF 

INTRODUCTION TO TORMENT

1



CAN MAKE |T OUT,
PINCERS IN THE P|E CLEAR 

Blacks, as I’ve said be- 
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Suggested By-Lawc for the WS - by G.M.Carr
The 1MB AMl’EUB PUBLISHING SOCIETY is an NFFF Activity and is comprised oUy 

of paid-up members in good standing with NFFF who are interested in amateur publishing

2.
3.
4.

ARTICLE I: Membership
1. Membership shall consist of 45 members, no dual memberships permitted, 

pplicants must apply to the OE in writing perscnally, no proxy amplications.
Applicants must be paid up members of NFFF.
Applicants in excess of membership shall be placed on the Waiting List.

a. Waiting Listers must acknowledge every communication from the 03.
b. Two consecutive failures to reply shall be grounds for being dropped.
c. Applicants dropped from the Waiting List nay re-apply as a new appl inant.

ARTICLE II: Officers.
5. There shall be an Official Editor elected annually from the membtrship.

d. Tht OE shall be subject to the NFFF President and Directorate but shall ad- 
minister NAPS withait interference except for cause.

** S of failure of the 03» the NFFF Pres, shall be notified at once,
f. ihe OE s duties shell consist of: (I) Assembling and distributing the mail­

ings; (quarterly) on the 15th of March, July, September and December. (II) 
Keeping the records, including membership and waiting list status, and pxb-

8ane ** a naea2ine of Business to be included in each mailing. (Ill) 
otifying the Waiting Listers of their status each quarter. (IV) Disposing 

of surplus magazines and mailing bundles to NAPS’ best advantage, except 
that one mailing bundle shall be sent gratis each quarter to the NFFF Sec.

at
7.

Dues are $1.40 per year in addition to the regular NFIF dues and are payable a 
tne same time. ___J
Membe rs Ao have not renewed both NFFF and WS dues by Jib. 1 shall be dropped.

g. In case of doubt, the burden of proof is on th( delinquent member.
?’ aa^lltd cBock» M0 °r equivalent, shall be grounds for reinstatement-

ri. waiting Listers erroneously notified of vacancy shall be carried as "guest 
member until the next vanancy occurs, then he becomes a regular member.

ARTICLE IT; Activity acquirements.
™ timber shall be expected to contribute in good faith to the best of his db- 

maiHngs *he equivalent of 4 pp per mailing, but no less than 8

k.

1.

n.

o.

7 KA 4 a oi * pp per nailing, out no less than 8 pp every 2
- !ntiCal °°pies te reach the 02 not later than the 10th of the month, 

ailure to contribute to 2 mailings in a row will be grounds for being 
dropped, unless excused by the OE for illness or similar cause in advance. 
Guest publishing and material is permitted, provided the member does at 
c portion of the "o*’ 10 the best of his ability.

t0 taken into a®*"**. but suspected attempts to cheat on 
by excessive use of others’ work, shall be grouids ed meobvPBhip» 02 shall give <2^. warning; a repeal

ed violation within one year shall result in iaso of ennbership.
ostaailings are permitted but receive no credit.

A? ?5®dit.fop with prior distribution, and member must notify OE
of the prior distribution at the submission of same. 7

1 decisions by the 03 about activity requirements shall be final.

* *i8tmutbd in th0

r. The out-going OE must forward all records aid materials to roach 
OE on or before March 1.

02 Day f311 for 311 advisoiy opinion via ballot at any EBiline but 
the By-Laws may be made only by a 2/3 majority vote of the Stire membership.

Ballots must "be in ty Feb. 1, accompanied by proof of renewal of duos.
the new

changes in
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(Courtesy
Mes Bu)

SPACE A® v 
PUSS ’N BOOTS

Boy Tackett 
Route 2, Box 575 
Albuquerque, N.M. 
22 December I960

GMC,

EPISTLES & EGOBOO acknowledged 
first reaction was "oh, goodie, a letter 
zine, complete with vomaidens", but I note 
that this is the lettered for your regular 
zine. Great deduction, that. Nevertheless 
it moves me to a loc, I try to acknowledge 
all zinee sent although I must admit that 
sometimes I am quite late in doing so. Espec­
ially in the last few months since I've been on 
the move. Note the new address. It will stand 
for a bit anyway.

I gather that 
f ooli shne s s. Have 
serious zines that

GEMZINE is not one of fannish 
you noted the preponderance of 
have appeared in the past year?

Bannish foolishness appears on the wane for the time 
being, at least. I think maybe the shaky state of 
the field migtit furnish a clue to the increase Of 
sereon.

(GMC: Possibly, but I still am of the opinio 
EXPRESSED IN GZ ^+/28 MONSOON — THE INCREASE 

IN SERCON IS MORE LIKELY OUE TO THE INCREASED 
DISPLAY OF IQ AS A RESULT OF THE EMERGENCE OF 

NEW FANS OF MARKED POTENTIAL. FaNOOM IS A 
FLUCTUATING SOCIETY, ANO REFLECTS THE PREVAIL­
ING NATURE OF THE CURRENT ACTIFANS.)

EPISTLES & EGOBOO is rather typical covering a 
multitude of subjects and I wonder what ever happened 
to stf.

N3P

subjects
1 admireI have an aversion for quibbling about religion. That is one of those 

on which, once there is disagreement, there is no pocsib^lty of agreement, 
some facets of the Roman Catholic church but I disagree with it on many others, 
course, the same applies to various Protestant socis, too.

Of

Capital punishment? I do not favor abolishing it. Somehow X do not quite believe 
in the essential goodness of man and figure that it helps a bit to have the authority 
for legal execution hanging about. I don’t buy this business of love the sinner as 
Champion puts it. Oh, I favor giving a guy a break — once. I wonder if there would 
not be a bit more politeness knocking about the place if people wore guns as they did 
in days of your? Probably not, but it seems that people would walk a bit more softly 
if they were uncertain of the outcome of a gun duel with a stranger. But then, that 
was a common practice at one time and it didn't seem to do much good.



(Tackett - p. 2)
(GMC: Oh, I wouldn’t say that — it probably cleaned up the local sit­
uation VERY NICELY. But a legal death penalty and the penalty for being 
SLOW ON THE DRAW ARE TWO ENTIRELY DIFFERENT THINGS. AND SPEAKING OF AB­
OLISHING THE FORMER REMINDS ME OF A NEWSPAPER ITEM 1 SAW IN THE SEATTLE 

Post Intelligencer:

WALLA WALLA, Jan. 
ly to discuss the 
held at the State

J, A group of ministers held a meeting recent- 
evils of capital punishment. The meeting was 
Penitentiary. At the proper time one of the 

ministers introduced a prisoner to the group. Here s a living 
example of why capital punishment should be abolished, © n n c-
tor the „Rld> .,p.nt 17 months In
row in San Quentin. Ho «"« rpnrod from the gns
cam another man c.nfepved to the crime. Tnnnoent nan would 
been raved by the oonfeeeion of another, an Innocent man 
have been killed,"

The prisoner, named Tom, got UP and spoke in a drawl, "Well, 
I don’t know if you are going to like B0en
aald nervously, "I've spent a long time In the Row. 1 ve seen 
many men go into that Green Room. I got to know them

Ing about their crimes. They were ready to kill again an g »

The regt tf his talk was lost in a roar of confusion...
Champion states that if a first offender were given adequate psychiatric treat­

ment he would, eventually be released sane (or spend the rest of his life in the squir­
rel factory). He assumes that there is such a thing as adequate psychiatric treat­
ment. He assumes too much.

(GC THAT COMMENT IS NOT AS SELF EVIDENT aS (sorry, hit the wrong key) 
YOU PROBABLY THOUGHT IT WAS. WHY DO YOU THINK HE ASSUMES TOO MUCH-1 IN SAY­
ING THAT "ADEQUATE PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT" COULD RESTORE A FIRST OFFENDER 

to sanity? Personally, I do not have an all-abiding faith In psychiatry, 
EITHER. There ARE SOME TYPES of MENTAU ailment WHICH cannot be reached 
BY WORDS ONLY. ORGANIC DEGENERATION, FOR INSTANCE, AND SOME OF THE DEEP 

MALADJUSTMENTS DUE TO GLANDULAR MALFUNCTION. HOWEVER, WHERE THE ANTI­
SOCIAL ATTITUDE STEMS FROM A FAULTY PERSONAL INTEGRATION, ANY TREATMENT 
WHICH WILL ENABLE THE INDIVIDUAL TO "F I ND HIMSELF1' WITH RELATION TO OTHER 
PEOPLE, WOULD SERVE THE SAME PURPOSE. PSYCHIATRY, S0C I AL-REC0NDITI ON I NG 
(EDUCATION), RELIGIOUS ’CONVERSION1 ---- THERE ARE MANY METHODS BY WHICH A
PERSON CAN BE CHANGED FROM A SELF-CENTERED, ANTI-SOCIAL FRAME OF REFERENCE, 
TO AN UNSELFISH, CO-OPERATIVE (LAW-AB I 0 I NG) PERSONALITY. THE PROBLEM IS 

TO CORRECT H|S SUBCONSCIOUS MOTIVATIONS FROM A *THE—W0RLO—IS“AGA I NST—ME — 
| 'VE —G0T—TO —L0 OK —0UT—FOR—MYSELF ' ATTITUDE, TO A FEELING THAT 'SOMEBODY- 

NEEDS—ME—I —CAN* T—LET—THEM —DOWN’ . )

Agree with you, or wae it one of the correspondents, in re California beaurocracy. 
I lived in California for several years and must admit that state - along with its 
eastern counterpart, New York has some of the most idiotic ideas on education and 
society that I’ve run across. About eight years ago we left California vowing never 
to return - not as residents. I like it better out here in the southwest. The air 
is cleaner and so are the people.



Tackett - p.3)
You mention that Champion’s viewpoint is conditioned to thinking in terms of 

possessions. Aren't most of ns to some extent? I don't hold that because we could 
get along without modern appliances, autos, and other "possessions” that we sho^XA-

(GMC: Nor do I — this is a moral evaluation based on the false assumption 
THAT THERE IS SOMETHING "WRONG" WITH POSSESSIONS — AND ONE THAT POPS UP 

FREQUENTLY IN CflMMUN1ST 'REASON 1 NG. I MERELY HOLD THAT POSSESSIONS, PLEASANT 

AS THEY UNDOUBTEDLY ARE, DO NOT CONSTITUTE THE SOLE STANDARD BY WHICH THE 
VALUE OF ANY CULTURE CAN BE JUDGED.)

I can do without an air conditioner but it is much nicer with one. This was especial­
ly true over in the Great Swamps. I don’t follow along with having a surplus of cars 
or what-have-you, either — we get along very well with ofti, two’^ould be a convenience 
but I figure that it is unnecessary. I ramble. This paragraph grows fuzzy.

There is much more meat in E&E but there are also umpteen pieces of correspondence 
that need attention.

/s/ BOY (Tackett)

Bob Lichtman 
6137 S. Croft Ave., 
ii’DteiS? &llfl

Bear Gem,

E&E was very interesting, but I notice that it was 32 pp in the FA and I’ve 
only the first 26 In my copy. Wa’ hoppened? Any chance of getting the other 6?

(GMC: Sorry.. 1 dunno wha' hoppened, but 6 pp coming up via time machine. 
By now, you'll have read 'em two months ago.)

I have finished Psi-Phi #7 now and you'll get a copy of that by early next 
year (a remark that would be croggling any other time but now). Am sorry to see you 
drop from PAPA. Do you plan to continue E&E as a letterzine or are you going to lim­
it your publishing to N’APA from now on? In the latter case, you mi^ht start giving 
N'APA a larger mag, with a pseudo-E&E included, not to mention a fanzine review col­
umn. You could possibly work the same miracle for N'APA this way as you did for the 
PAPA, Hope this finds you in the latter parts of a happy holiday season.

...1 Jan '61
...Thanks for the extra six pages, which arrived yesterday. Without them, I see, I 
would have missed that amazing remark of yours which concludes the issue.

(GMC: "amazing remark"??? What's amazing about the truth? GEMZINE 
IS known for it's shock-value, and SINCE I HAVE NO way of controlling the 
readers' reactions to it, I certainly don't consider it suitable for a 
serious heart-patient. What is so remarkable about that — would YOU want 
to risk having a cardiac patient who is clinging precariously to life, 
pop a gasket at YOUR fanzine? Not me. I'm chopping George from my mol­
ing list for his own good.) I wonder

what you plan to do with the magazine now that you are no longer in FAPA? It could 
doubtless continue under its own steam as a letterzine on an easy quarterly basis. 
And since the 68 copies to PAPA would be yours to do with as you please, you could 
spot, copies to those who would contribute interesting letters. With you editing, 
adding your own commants and contributing an editorial page to start new arguments 
(not intentionally, but your comments always do, nontheless) you would have a letter- 
zine like unto VoM in interest. Wanna try? best, /s/ BOB (Lichtman)

(GMC: What is all this jazz about me "dropping out of FaPA" — a hoax 
OR something? I have no intention of dropping out qf FAPa (although I 

will admit the mailings have been of such poor quality lately that I HAVE



(Lichtman - p.2)
NOT PAID MUCH ATTENTION TO THEM. In FACT, I NEVER DID GET AROUND TO 
OPENING MlG. 92 — WHICH IS WHY THERE WERE NO MAILING COMMENTS THIS T | M F . .. 
But, for heaven sakes, just because I missed out on mailing comments onoe. 
doesn't mean I'm dropping out. Quite the contrary, I paid up my dues | h 
ADVANCE FOR 1961 WAY BACK LAST JANUARY.. DID YOU GET THIS P E C U L | A u

IDEA I was "dropping OUT OF FAPA"?)
January 1, 1960 

Dear Mrs. Carr,

I’d like to take this opportunity to wish you a very happy new year and to thank 
you for putting me one step hi^ier up the FAPA waiting list.

(GMC: Good Grief! here’s another one... Somebody must be trying to 
START A BOB-TucKER -TYPE DEATH HOAX, OR SOMETHING!)

$ince I never got around to answering your mathematical comments in N'APA, I’ll 
do it here. In algebra, two letters placed to gather are multiplied. Thus if N equals 
5 and F equals 6, NF equals 30. N3F equals 5 times 3 times 6, or 90. NFFF equals 
5 times 6 times 6 times 6, or 1080.. NF*5 equals 5 times 6 times 6 times 6, or 1080. 
In other words, N3F does not equal NFFF by a longshot.

Cheers,
/b/ Les (Gerber)

(GMC: AH, but that’s where you make your mistake, Les, This isn’t 
ALGEBRA. IT JS MERELY SIMPLE ARITHMETIC. N DOESN'T EQUAL 5, IT EQUALS 

"National"; F doesn’t equal 6, it equals, 1, "Fantasy", 2, "Fan", and 3, 
"Federation". Therefore, "N3F" is just plain, simple, N (for National) 
with 3 Fs, for FANTASY FAN FEDERATION. No cubed values, no algebraic 
EQUATIONS, JUST a SIMPLE SHORTCUT WAY OF SAY|NG, N-F-F-F. CLEAR?)

Dear Gem,

Mike Deckinger 
85 Locust Ave., 
Millburn, N.J. 
12/27/60

I am steadfastly against censorship, any form of censorship, which actually 
amounts to suppression. Certainly I realize there are degrees to it, but in the 
conditions postulated in the last issue of your zine, its the censorship of "obscene” 
mags that I am opposed to. Saying, as Plott does, that pornography seems to be the 
sole cause for all the world’s moral troubles is ridiculous. Pornographic literature 
is just one small facet of the problem

(GMC: Agreed. It IS just one small facet of the problem. That’s what
I said, isn't it? But even this one small facet can be a start.)

and I refuse to believe that the reading of 
an obscene book can entice a youngster into going out and committing a rape because 
it is described in vivid detail within.

(GMC: All right, refuse to believe it if it makes you happy. An ostrich
, WHO STICKS his HEAD in the SANO SO HE WON’T HAVE TO OBSERVE THE APPROACHING 

DANGER, ALSO PROBABLY FEELS BETTER THAT WAY, TOO. BUT YOUR EMOTIONAL RE­
JECTION OF THE PROBLEM DOES NOT REMOVE IT. CHILDREN DO BECOME CORRUPT FROM 
CORRUPT READING MATERIAL? YOUNG PEOPLE 00 BECOME DELINQUENTS BECAUSE THEfR 
STANDARDS OF "RIGHT" AND "WRONG" HAVE BEEN DESTROYED. RAPES ARE COMMITTED? 
WOMEN ARE SLUGGED AND ASSAULTED. REFUSING TO BELIEVE THAT PORNOGRAPHY FITS 

INTO THIS PICTURE |S UNDOUBTEDLY YOUR PRIVILEGE — BUT |T CERTAINLY ISN’T 
VERY SENSIBLE!)



Peckinger - p.2)
'•ub iS an urfortuEate ^se. a relatively fine book that was□abject to over-acuve scrutiny by a blue-nosed fugghead.

(GMC: I CERTAINLY AGREE AS
TO THE OVER-ACUTE SCRUTINY.

MEDIOCRITY THAT DESERVED NO WORSE FATE THAN BEING CHOSEN 

the-Month club, and only

This was a cheap 
by some Book—of—

THE GOOD-FORTUNE OF HAVING IT "BANNED" SY SOME 
FUGGHEA° SAVED |T FR®M A WELL-DESERVED OBSCURITY ALONG WITH THE

REST OF THAT KIND OF TRIPF M, > e.j Hie mam objection to it
nag always been the idea that adultery was in a sense condoned, unpunished — and 
this could easily give the readers the wrong idea about such a thing (obviously untrue)*

‘S '°BV,0USUY ^true'? That the readers could get the 
SION that adultery with the Gamekeeper was justifiable for 
menial were sufficiently presentable? Or that it would be 
true TO DRAW THE CONCLUSION THAT SUCH ADULTERY WERE NOT 
ANY CIRCUMSTANCES? I don't THINK YOU ARE 
Are you trying to say it is

A LADY
IMPRES—

I F THE
’OBVIOUSLY UN­

JUSTIFIABLE UNDER
VERY CLEAR ON THIS POINT, MlKE.

„rrDc.a Co obviously untrue that adultery with the game-
Should go unpunished or obviously untrue that IT shouldn’t1’ Or

UNTRUE THAT THE READERS COULD GAIN ANY CONCLUSION WHATSOEVER ABOUT | T? )

------ ~----- auu ucsunpuon, out; it also makes a 
ditto^for LOLITA JCt °f *duitery- 1 wasn’t shocked at all by the book, and 

ykich contained some truly magnificent impressionistic writing
WTl* deran^d If any book should be 

S W ™ nOt f°r 311 the ridi^louS sex acenes which I yawned
over but for the over-sensationalistic writing, the incredible characters and the 

cor&triieticn» indicating the woman deliberately wrote it’to shock 
great\iteratu-e °fthinkin&> L& an<i LOLITA are examples of literature, verygreat literature, Pettin1 Place is not.

(GMC: Oh, Mike! How can you say such a thing — '’very 
indeed! They all 3 are mediocre trash as any person of
EASILY SEE,. 
IS, Mike, if

great literature”, 
DISCRIMINATION CAN

I THINK YOU DO NOT KNOW WHAT ’’VERY GREAT LITERATURE” REALLY 

YOU CAW MENTION THESE IN THE SAME BREATH. PERSONALLY. I HAVE 

MORE Respect for Peyton Place than for LCL, because Pettin’ Place is at 
LEAST HONEST SENSATIONALISM AND MAKES NO PRETENSE OF BEING ANYTHING ELSE. 
iT JS A MUCK-RAKING, GOSSIP-MONGERING, PEEPING-TOMISM slapped ON PAPER AND 
PEDDLED FOR A FAST BUCK, ------ °

munication. Nobody that 
AS TO WHAT WAS GOING ONJ 

VATIONS, NO MORAL VALUES 
NO LITERARY PRETENSIONS.

There is a relation to LCL

ANO a DAMNED GOOD JOB OF FOTCEFUL IMAGERY AND COM- 

READ PEYTON PLACE was left in any doubt whatsoever 
NO CONFUSION AS TO IDENTITIES, NO UNCERTAIN MOT|- 

LEFT DANGLING. JUST CLEAR-CUT, FORCEFUL SMUT WITH 

Which is more than can be said of the other two.)

.. . , ------- and the film code today.,
the tv and films is that the criminal ffiuai.be punished, 
this is a distortion on real life.

One of the provisions of 
You can see obviously where

WHENEVER HE IS 
IF SOMETIMES

THE WORST CNTRlmti: OF CENSORSHIP ’THE °"E,T ' °ISTOSTIO"
troosht they were too “ oe/LoX FU“ °F

IN USE FOR MURDERERS WHO THOUGHT THEY WERE TOO CLEVFR Tur ------------
the DIVORCE COURTS CROWDED W|TH THE RESuiTQ nr POLICE;
cm. SET AW.y w,T„ ,T. ,T "

TIC IN FO'NTINS OUT THAT THE WAV OF THE TRANSGRESSOR

THE GAS CHAMBERS CONTINUALLY

AS
WHO

A ND
THEY

unrealis-

HKD, EITHER BY GOO OR BY MAN. READ HISTORY AND SEE.)

THAT ARE 
IS HARD,,

ffiuai.be


(Deckinger - p.3)
To venture this point a little further, I have only to point out the device 

to give the recent film HAPPY ANNIVERSARY the Approval of the Legion of Decency, Wl*- 
the film was made, it was a somewhat light spoof concerning a husband who, in a. fit 
of inebriation, revealed the fact that he and his wife had carried on extra-narital 
relation, before their marriage, that is.

(GMC: Look, Mike, the term is "pre-marital relations". Don’t use big 
WORDS IF YOU don’t KNOW WHAT THEY MEAN, AND WHEN YOU TRY TO USE TECHNICAL 
JARGON, BE SURE YOU KNOW WHAT YOU ARE SAYJNG. TRYING TO SHOW OFF WITH 

BIG TALK. WHEN YOU DON’T KNOW WHAT YOU ARE SAYING, ONLY MAKES YOU LOOK 
FOOLISH,)

xt was handled in a droll way but the Leg­
ion of Decency said absolutely not; it was immoral and it made fun of the laws of mar­
riage. So what was done to earn it the seal; an actor with a voice like David Niven’s 
(the star of the film) recited some lines which were dubbed into the picture after it 
was made showing Niven thinking to himself that; ’I should never have taken her to 
that motel before we were married, I don’t know what I could have been thinking of.' 
You see, immorality is immorality until the husband repents and then it is okay to 
show on the screen. If Niven had not mentally chastized himself for this "wicked act" 
the film couldn’t have gotten the seal. Strange are the ways of censorship.

(GMC: Mike, you are confusing two different things here... Editing a 
FILM FOR CONSUMER ACCEPTANCE |S A PERFECTLY LEGITIMATE PRACTICE AND HAS 
NOTHING TO DO WITH "SUPPRESSING” ANYTHING... IT |S CONCERNED NOT WITH 

PUBLIC MORALS, BUT WITH BOXOFFICE RECEIPTS. THE LEGION OF DECENCY |S A 

Catholic group who are concerned with seeing that Catholics can have some 
DECENT MOVIES TO LOOK AT — MOVIES THAT WILL NOT INSULT AND AFFRONT THEM, 
NOR ANGER THEM BY SNEERING AT THINGS WHICH CATHOLICS REGARD AS IMPORTANT. 
If THE MOVIE INDUSTRY WANTED CATHOLICS TO PAY MONEY TO SEE THIS MOVIE, 
THEY DAMN WELL HAD BETTER MAKE SURE THERE WOULD BE NOTHING OFFENSIVE TO 
Catholics in it! Which is fair enough, isn’t it? Non-Catholics apparent­
ly DO NOT REGARD PRE-MARITAL SEX AS IMMORAL, BUT CATHOLICS DO. THEREFORE 
REFERENCE TO THIS KIND OF IMMORAL BEHAVIOR WOULD BE OFFENSIVE TO CATHOLICS 

UNLESS |T WAS ACKNOWLEDGED AS IMMORAL. WHEN THEY SET THE VALUES STRAIGHT, 

THEY CAN GO ON FROM THERE. By MAKING THIS SLIGHT ADDITION, AN OTHERWISE 

INNOCUOUS MOVIE WAS MADE ACCEPTJBLE TO SEVERAL MILLION MOVIE-GOERS ---- A
BOXOFFICE CONSIDERATION WORTH HEEDING. BUT THE CATHOLICS ARE JUST ONE 

ethnic group; Jews and Negros are also considered in this type of film 
editing. Furthermore, National cultures must be considered... The cur­
rent (week of Jan. 16) NEWSWEEK has quite an article on the different 
KINDS OF EDITING NECESSARY |N DIFFERENT EUROPEAN COUNTRIES} FOR INSTANCE, 

in Spain, nojokes about marriage at allI There is such a thing as "Good 
Taste", Mike, whether you are able to recognize it or not, and there is 
NO SENSE in EXPECTING EVERYBODY TO LIKE VULGARITY JUST BECAUSE OF FEW 
PEOPLE LIKE IT. PEOPLE WHO DO NOT LIKE VULGARITY AND SMUT HAVE JUST AS 

MUCH RIGHT TO BE PROTECTED FROM |T, AS THE FILTH—LOVERS HAVE TO WALLOW 

IN PORNOGRAPHY. In FACT, SINCE THERE ARE MORE DECENT MINDED CITIZENS, 
THEY HAVE AN EVEN GREATER RIGHTl MAJORITY RULE, REMEMBER?)

I realize this ie short, a hell of a lot shorter than I wanted it to be, but yen 
have no idea the trouble we’re going through after the recent blizzard that struck 
yesterday. We have no hot water, no working television, little food, and our car is 
stuck in the snow. Your zine was a refreshing diversion into a frantic day,

SINcerely,
/s/ Mike Deckinger.



Deal’ Gem:

204 Poceman Ave. , 
Norman, Ckla.
Jan. 3, 1961 Greg Benford

I see in today’s FANAC that GEMZINE is no more
(GMC; OHO! So THAT’S where these rumors are coming from.. Apparently 
since Ron Ellik ano Terry Carr weren’t able to make their campaign to 
"ostracize GMC* stick by frontal methods, they have now switched to 
trying a "fait accompli" technique. By announcing that "GEMZINE is no 
more" they try to persuade fandom that their "campaign" must have suc­
ceeded! (Chortle!) Well, as you can see by thish of GZ, this report — 
like the report of Mark Twain’s ’death’ --  is much exaggerated. I ASSURE 

you, it will take more than an announcement in FANAC to squelch GEMZINE.)
hut I wanted to briefly answer 

some of your comments on my letter published in the last issue.

I think there’s a block in communication here: I say something, and you act as 
though I’d said something else. Gad, I think I intended to say (p 21) "this is mere­
ly an opinion without a basis in knowledge.." or something of the sort; for years I 
have derided people vdio say "but that’s just an opinion, you know" since anything 
said is so obviously an opinion. Oh, well. I hope you’ll forgive me the typo. But 
what I meant still stands: I don’t think you know enough about the cases involved 
to^pass judgement. I agree that in the best of circumstances emotional appeal should 
not,be used in the decision of capital punishment, yes-or-no, but emotions ("if we 
dont kill ’em all they'll kill us") are used by the other side just as much and the 
people in support of the Chessman & S&V movements probably feel justified in wping 
emotional propaganda since the other side does. Idaally it would be good if the 
whole thing were done ae objectively as possible (note: whenever I say "objectively" 
I mean as objectively as possible; I never refer to things-which-do~not-exist without 
specifically designating them as such, and otherwise I mean approximations of these 
things as they exist in the "real" world; to not do so would t^ke pages of extra 
verbage) but I fear people aren’t up to that.

(GMC: What do you mean, you "fear people aren't up to that"? Do not 
underestimate other people’s intelligence, Greg, until they give you 
unmistakable reason to. I think what happened IN the above instance, I 
WAS SPEAKING OF THE PEOPLE WHO WERE USING THE S&V CASE FOR PROPAGANDA, 
WHEREAS YOU WERE SPEAKING OF THE S&V CASE ITSELF. I REPLIED TO YOUR COM­
MENT 'SINCE YOU HAVEN’T, I TAKE IT, MET MANY OF THESE PEOPLE, OR READ 

THEIR WORKS — YOU SEEM UNFAMILIAR WITH THE S&V CASE* AS REFERRING TO THE 

ARGUMENTS AGAINST CAPITAL PUNISHMENT. 0UT NOW IT WOULD APPEAR THAT YOU 

MEANT THAT I WAS UNFAMILIAR WITH THE DETAILS OF THE S&V CASE. In THAT 
CASE, YOUR COMMENT, "I DON’T THINK YOU KNOW ENOUGH ABOUT THE CASES INVOLVED 
TO PASS JUDGEMENT" BECOMES EVEN LESS PERTINENT. BECAUSE, GREG, IT IS NOT 

UP TO ME TO PASS JUDGEMENT ON S&V. THAT WAS THE FUNCTION OF THE COURT 

WHICH TRIED THEM. ThE ONLY PLACE WHERE IT MIGHT BE CONSIDERED APPLICABLE 

FOR ME TO PASS JUDGEMENT, WOULD BE ON THE MERITS OF THE OF THE AnTI-Cap|- 
tal Punishment Propaganda. And that was what I was doing. Do we mesh, now?) 
Your system of judicial punishment, then, as I understand it from your reply to 

me, has two values: 1) People should be given a chance to rehabilitate in all crimes 
except that 2 murder is too gross a crime and should be punished by death.

(GMC: Sorry, Greg, what I said was that all first offenpeps should be 
GIVEN A CHANCE TO ADJUST TO SOCIETY EXCEPT FOR THOSE V. H 0 jTpR I VE SOMEONE 

ELSE OF HIS LIFE. It IS NOT THE CRIME WHICH |S IMPORTANT BUT THE HUMAN 
BEING WHO COMMITS IT. A FIRST CRIME COULD BE FAULTY SUCAL TRAINING} A 
SECOND CRIME COULD BE COINCIDENCE. A THIRD OFFENSE WOULD INDICATE AN 

INCORRIGIBLE WHO IS NOT WORTH BOTHERING WITH FURTHER. BUT A PERSON WHO
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DELIBERATELY DEPRIVED A FELLOW—HUMAN OF H|S ULTIMATE POSSESSION ----- H|S
VERYlIFE ----- HAS, BY THAT OFFENSE, FORFEITED H|S OWN RIGHT TO LIFE. IT

IS NOT THAT THE CRIME IS TOO "GROSS" ----- |T |S THAT THE INDIVIDUAL WHO Dlr

IT HAS FORFEITED ALL RIGHTS AT THE HANDS OF SOCIETY. It IS AN ACT OF
SELFISHNESS SO GROSS THAT |T CANCELS OUT EVERY OTHER CONSIDERATION.

YOU Say, this is a moral EVALUATION WHICH COULD be DEBATED ENDLESSLY.)

in endl^eo^^ SoTwe^co*^ d^ t0 “ 13 *° inV01V6d

pnrtyj’lFciXF'Z a,”“? fpa?! ^b'011 bostile 40 (1‘be another
-as a democracy kltF^ “X

(GMC: Huh? Sorry Greg, that sounds like gobbledygook to me., we just
Ren t communicating. Can you break |t down in words of fewer syllables?) 

thre&iLiiy^f*dieii (that 18’ matterB that iAhis^e^roverride 
the ethically rigid values of freedom of speech.

(GMC: 
STAND 
IS SO 

OTHER

Greg, are you sure you know what you are saying, here? 
THIS SENTENCE CORRECTLY, YOU ARE SAYING THAT "FREEDOM OF 
"ETHICALLY RIGID" A VALUE, THAT |T CANNOT BE “OVERRIDDEN^ BY ANY 

VALUE. Here, AGAIN, we have a moral EVALUATION which IS BASED ON 
DIFFERING FRAMES OF REFERENCE. I CANNOT CONCEIVE OF ANY FRAME 

REFERENCE |N WHICH "FREEDOM OF SPEECH" |S MORE

IF I UNDER 

SPEECH11

OF ETHICAL

OF THE NATION; THAN REST FOR
ECONOMY,

A WAR—WEARY LAND,
IMPORTANT THAN THE LIFE 

THAN RECOVERY OF A STARVED
AND THE GRADUAL EMERGENCE OF SECURITY OUT OF A FRIGHTENED AND 

Although "freedom of speech" )s a fetish among the 
JOURNALISTS OF TH|S GENERATION, THIS CONCEPT |S RELATIVELY NEW IN THE 

ideologies of the world. Ours is the first great nation that I know of 
TO HAVE PROCLAIMED |T AS AN IMPORTANT VALUE... AND LOOK HOW QUICKLY THAT 

very Value is threatening to destroy us! In less than 2 centuries, we 
ARE ALREADY FACED WITH A THREAT OF BEING SWEPT INTO OBLIVION BY A CULTURE 

WHICH, WHILE TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE OF TH|S SO-CALLED 'ETHICALLY RIGID 

VALUE OF OURS, RUTHLESSLY SUPPRESSES ANY VESTIGE OF IT FOR ITSELF. IF, 
TO YOB, THE TERU "FREEDOM OF SPEECH1' HAS BECOME A SEMANTIC SYMBOL FOR A 

CERTAIN TYPE OF HUMAN D|GN|TY, 6 V B J E CT»VE4. Y4 | CAN.GRANT YOU THAT |T IS 
INDEED, ETHICALLY R|G|o". BUT |N ACTUAL PRACTICE, TH ^REEDOM OF 

SPEECH HAS BEEN SO ABUSED AND MIS-USED BY MERETRICIOUS AND CALLOUS WORD­
MONGERS, THAT | FAIL TO SEE THAT IT CAN BE REGARDED AS ANYTHING MORE 

1^!! CL‘CHE" S°MEWH*T ON A PAR W|TH THE NOW-INFAMOUS "FlFTH

• Just what do YOU mean by the words, "Freedom of Speech"?) 
... A11comments about believing and opinions etc betray a basic fault in your 

pn 11 owopny* 97

DESPERATE PER|L

L,0’ TSK’ TSK’ GREG* Be honest’ now. How can there be a "fault" in a 

SEEM A "fIul't"EPT ~ — ~*NDAWPS 2L * DIFFERENT PHILOSOPHY? WHAT MAY 
SCALE OF v . I V°UR SCAUE °F VAUUES’ MAY A V7RTUE ACCORDING TO THE 

CALE OF VALUES I MEASURE ETHICS AND PHILOSOPHY BY.)

then vonr «t^7th.tC°8Pt ‘he ‘bat logic alone should dictate your hellers
idea.7!, ‘ spread his propaganda and militate against other".
el l0“ Pr<”’al>17 d“ ‘ a°Cept this ‘bls is wh?^ disagree

(GMC: I don't necessarily disagree with you, Greg, I 
STAND WHAT YOU ARE TRYING TO SAY; |N THE ABOVE, FOR 
YOU MEAN BY "LOGIC" AND WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY "SPREAD H 

MILITATE AGAINST OTHER'S IDEAS"?

just don’t under- 
instance: What do 
IS PROPAGANDA AND

I SUSPECT YOU ARE SEMANTICALLY CONFUSED.)
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I PR 0-

IS ONLY

?°inted ^at o*hQrs in fandom dislike your continual harping that I AM 
■IGHT etc. because I believe they are none too certain of their own beliefs

(GMC: So FAR SO GOOD — that’s WHAT I THINK, TOO. So LONG AS 

CLAIM THE SAME VALUES AS THEY ACCEPT, EVERYTHING |S FINE   IT 
WHEN I PROCLAIM A VALUE WHICH CONFLICTS WITH THEIR BELIEFS, THAT THE 

FIRMNESS OF MY BELIEFS SHOWS UP THE SHAKJNESS OF THEIRS. So THEY OBJECT

S fr0B aprlOT1 (because 
and are mutually un-

(GMC: Here we go again: I think the word "logic” is giving you seman­
tic problems, Greg, because I suspect you have not broken this verbal 
SYMBOL DOWN TO ITS MANY MEANINGS. I THJNK YOU ARE USING THIS WORD INTER­
CHANGEABLY WHEN YOU SHOULD, FOR SAKE OF BETTER CLARITY, BREAK DOWN YOUR 

MEANING INTO MORE EXPLICIT TERMS. FOR INSTANCE, THERE ARE CERTAIN PHIL­
OSOPHIES WHICH ARE EMBODIED JN »LOG|C’ LIKE A FLY EMBALMED |N AMBER. 
THE LOGIC , |£, THE SYSTEMATIC PROCESS OF DEDUCTION, IS THE DOMINANT 

FACTOR IN THIS TYPE OF ARGUMENT. |T WAS MUCH FAVORED DURING MEDIEVAL 
DISCUSSIONS, AND GAVE RISE TO A GREAT MANY BRILLIANT ESSAYS. AND ALSO 

TO A GREAT DEAL OF S T U P I D I T | E S , 0 E P E N DI N G ON THE INTRINSIC MERIT OF 

POSTULATES. Then there is the ’’logic" of evaluation; of seeking a 
TI0NSHIP BETWEEN CAUSE AND EFFECT. AND THE TERM IS ALSO USED AS A 

NYM FOR THE ABILITY TO REASON. ACTUALLY, |F YOU ARE USING "LOGIC1* 
THE MEDIEVAL SENSE THAT A SYSTEM OF PHILOSOPHY DEPENDS ON THE SEMANTIC 

PROCESSES WHEREBY |T IS EVOLVED ----- THEN WE JUST ARE NOT TALKING

the same thing. Because I have no use whatsoever for this type 
CALLED LOGIC”. I THINK |T BELONGS BACK |N THE DARK AGES WHERE 

from. However, if your unfortunate choice of words is intended 
that ALL ETHICAL STANDARDS OF VALUES ARE EMBRACED ARBITRARILY, FOR 

lOUS REASONS, SOME EMOTIONAL AND SOME EMPIRICAL  “THAT™| CAN AGREE WITH 
A SUBJECTIVE EVALUATION CANNOT, BY |TS VERY NATURE, BE EITHER VERIFIED 

OR REFUTED, BECAUSE THE "GOOD" AND "BAD” ARE JUDGED ON A SUBJECTIVE BASIS.) 

v ^b^5 ^nk your assertions a bit childish; they
°" C”'a *°4 CmiOt S0° «

the

S YNO- 

I N

ABOUT
OF
I T

S 0—
C AME
SAY
V AR-

(GMC: (Chortle) You’re telling me..! Yes, I’ve noticed how often a per­
son WILL GO into A REGULAR DITHER OF SCREECHES THAT I AM CHILDISH OR 

NARROW-MINDED OR WHAT-HAVE-YOU FOR MAINTAINING MY OWN ARBITRARY SCALE 
OF VALUES IN THE FACE OF H|S OWN. 0UT I HAVE ALSO NOTICED THAT THIS RE­
ACTION INVARIABLY COMES FROM INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE NOT ABLE TO RECOGNIZE 
THAT I HAVE AS MUCH RIGHT TO MY OWN STANDARD OF VALUES, AS THEY HAVE TO 

A^D_lT ]NEV,TABLY FOLLOWS THAT WHEREAS I AM FAMILIAR W|TH THE

THOSE VALUES AS

THEIRS.
VALUES OF THEJR FRAME—OF—REFERENCE ANO HAVE REJECTED 
INFERIOR OR OF DUBIOUS ADVANTAGE, THEY ARE UNFAMILIAR WITH THE VALUES 
I UPHOLD. INDEED, SOMETIMES THEY HAVE VESY^RO IDEAS OF WHAT THOSE 

VALUES ARE — AND QUITE OFTEN THEM IMPUTE TO ME THESE WEIRD DISTORTIONS 

... ASSUME THAT |S ,„,T , „ TALONS ABOUT* S0 I AM AMUSSO, BECAUSE 
THERE IS CHILDISHNESS DISPLAYED IN TH|S EXCHANGE OF OPINIONS, |T IS NOT 

™ on the °™er hand> ™ere are ™°se wh° d° understand the

Put M ’ AUTH°UGH ™EY HAVE THEMSELVES DISCARDED IT FOR A DIFFER—
A No,SCREECHING FROM THIS TYPE OF CORRESPONDENT; NOTHING BUT

We T AGREE*’' 1 KN0W WHERE STAND, HE KNOWS WHERE I STAND.
WHA THE OTHERPZ/HE SAME SCAUE 0F REFERENCE» BUT S0 WHAT? EACH KNOWS

OTHER SCALE IS ALL ABOUT, SO THERE |S NOTHING TO ARGUE OVER.)
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(not "all others", because some are not logically consistent ' 

'ow, maybe you don’t believe in logical positivism (for this belief I’ve outline!
a certain adaptation of this philosophical school), but this explains, I believe, why 
others find you obnoxious.

(GMC: Sorry, Gre g, you may be under the impression that you have outline^ 
"logical POSITIVISM" BUT |T 010 NOT SUCCEED IN COMMUNICATING TO ME ANY 
MORE THAN WHAT I HAVE KNOWN ALL ALONG —- INDEED, WHAT I SAID IN MY PREV- 

ious E&E:, namely and to w it: Fans get mao when I say (in effect) that 
TO MY SCALE OF VALUES, THE | R WHITE IS MY BLACK, AND VICE VERSA. THEY DO 
NOT GET MAO |F I SAY (iN EFFECT) YOUR BLACK IS ALSO BLACK ACCORDING TO MY 

SCALE OF VALUES, EVEN THOUGH I SAY IT WITH EQUAL VEHEMENCE.)

Your comment (p 24) that a statement that black is white really wouldn't irk me, 
contrary to your smugly expressed belief.

(GMC; Aha., ano if you weren’t "irked”, how come it sounded "smug" to you';

(Incidentally, I’m not offended by your at­
titude, buy you sound awfully bigoted at times

(GMC: UMM., here’s another of those subjective interpretations I MENTION­
ED ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE   BECAUSE I ADHERE TO MY OWN PHILOSOPHY WITHOUT 
COMPROMISE WITH OTHER SYSTEMS WHICH I BELIEVE TO BE INCORRECT, |T SEEMS 

"awfully bigoted" to you. Does it not occur to you that your choice of 
THIS EXPRESSION IS AN INDICATION OF YOUR SUBJECTIVE EVALUATION OF MY 08“ 
DURACY, RATHER THAN THE OBDURACY ITSELF? HMMM? )

and if you are trying to convince 
your opponent, this is no way to do it.

(GMC: Who is trying to convince who? I'm just calling the shots the way 
I see ’em.. If anybody wants to argue, I’m available to mifeno my point.)

I do live “by an ethical system
(GMC: That’s an interesting statement, Greg. I wonder why you feel on 
the defensive — did anybody say you DIDN'T live by an ethical system?)

but its 
basic postulates are just as arbitrary as yours, and I wouldn’t feel irked by any 
assertions by you about your beliefs unless they were either so positively stated 
t.hat I assumed vou didn’t realize how logically apriori they were

(GMC: Dear me, how logically apriori can one get?)
or if wou made a 

logical error. We can argue over basic statements upon which to argue over the con­
clusions to be drawn from these beliefs.

(GMC: Tsk, tsk, Greg., are you SURE you know what you are saying? If 
THAT LAST SENTENCE SAID anything at ALL, I SURE MISSED IT..,)

(There is a corollary here: the beliefs 
must be stated so precisely that they can have only one meaning; I am aware of the far 
fact that there are systems which spring from the same postulates, but these are 
yeneral postulates, and have more than one exact meaning.

(GMC: Forgive me if I laugh a little, Greg, but I’d be happy to settle 
FOR ANY MEANING IN SOME OF THESE SENT-NCES. I SUSPECT YOU JUST OPENED
A VERBAL PETCOCK AND LET THE WORDS FLOW WITHOUT BOTHERING TO CHECK THEM 
TO SEE IF THEY SAID ANYTHING. BUT GREG, IN MY SCALE OF VALUES THAT COMES 
UNDER THE HEADING OF "STUFFED SHIRT" AND 1 NEVER LET IT GET AWAY FROM ME 
UNCHALLENGED. I AM NOT EASILY INTIMIDATED BY A POLYSYLLABIC VOCABULARY, 

SO BIG WORDS DON'T SCARE ME OFF PER SE... In FACT, I P|N THEM DOWN ANO 
DEMAND TO KNOW WHAT YOU MEAN BY THEM, |F ANYTHING.)
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Your comments on something either being "Right" or "Wrong" are 

;ze applicable only to ethics* I hone you real-

(GMC; A_nd arithmetic problems, and medical prescriptions, and road maps 
AND A MILLION OTHER ORDINARY THINGS. "TRUTH" HAS TWO GENERAL CATEGORIES, 

Objective and subjective. In the objective world many things are "right" 
AND '’WRONG” which HAVE NOTHING TO DO WITH ETHICS. THEY DO HAVE REFERENCE 
TO SOME OBJECTIVE SCALE OF VALUES ---- WHETHER IT |S A COOKBOOK, A ROAD MAP, 
or a Finals Examination. It is only in the realm of subjective truth 
THAT WE FIND THE ARBITRARY SCALE OF VALUES WHICH WE USE TO DETERMINE 

"right" and "wrong” to refer to ethics. As I SAID IN my GZ lo, these many 
MOONS AGO, THER |S NO "right" or "wrong" UNLESS THERE IS SOME SCALE OF 

VALUES TO WHICH TO RELATE IT, THAT IS THE PURPOSE OF HAVING ETHICAL 
STANDARDS, IE, SO THAT ONE HAS A MEASURE BY WHICH TO DETERMINE "RIGHT11 
and "wrong". What else?)

There are examples in physics where this does not

' "‘“•eSS UNLESS ““ ,T ™
it!) to show tour FRAME or REFERENCE FOR

but T”at th0
further investigations.) 1 eved to be so) and cannot be erased by

(GMC: Isn’t enough known about WHAT, for heavens sake? Physics? What 
•Imitation is bas.c”; and what you do you mean it "cannot be erased by 

further investigations. What investigations? Greg, are you SURE you 
KNOW WHAT YOU ARE TALKING ABOUT? If ANYTHING?)

of the problem, Eiere are descriptions of events which can only match part

(GMC: WHAT "problem"? Greg, are you SURE....'’'’?)

"right" 
are extra-

(GMC: I’M RIGHT here at 5319 Ballard Avenue, Seattle 7, Wash. 
IN A STATE OF CONFUSION... GREG, ARE YOU SURE....???) ALSO

RiahfTAUr which 1 crented on were that physics labs no^rage^de^with^
ch£ce 611 A hoapital must be used, although there is a small

u
equipment is not readily obtained... in short, it would be readily obtained in a lab 
emitting0?8 that ?,®xPeri“ent..." (I’ve paraphrased.) But I said: ".large 
emitting devices are NOT B3ADILY OBTAINED IN PHYSICS LaBS." Bid you misread, ir X?

(GMC: WELL, Greg, if you Insist on nit-picking, let's see who it

that did the "misreading": In GZ 4/28 I oaio WASLAMSECk's piaim .IN Ui | SAID, IN CONNECTION WITH BOB
LAMBECK S CLAIM TO UNUSUAL VISUAL RANGE,

"Have you ever had your visual range checked 1«
Phviips 1 zoOlt t- CHECKED |N AN Expts mentalPhysics Lab?" To which you sneered in your letter of E&E,

YOU SEEM TO DISPLAY A R A T m r p m a iu r A * Y . ___E R NAIVE ATTITUDE TOWARD *5 am r _
Lab?“ GoshwowT^'V reHAVf H'S S'GHT CHECKE° ,n an Experimental PhysIcs 
checked pdo A reau Experimental Physics Lab! Your sight can re

oEv.:™n;: —

THEORE^CALT’ ““ ANY LAB °EALS W'™ EXPER»MEN^ NOT the PmLYLAB

theoretical end. But this 1S a small point." Unquote.



To WH^ICH SNIDENESS I REPLIED, " YOU MAY BE RIGHT IN CALLING THE PHRAoE 

'Experimental Physics Lab* redundant — I wouldn't know. But I notice 
THAT YOU ALSO POINT OUT THE FACT THAT THE TYPE OF EQUIPMENT NECESSARY F O 
TESTING BEYOND THE ORDINARY RANGE OF VISION |S 'NOT READILY OBTAINED1 

IN SHORT, IT WOULD MOST LIKELY BE FOUND ONLY IN A LAB WHICH CONDUCTS T. 
TYPE OF EXPERIMENT.* NOW, LET*S ANALYZE WHO SAID WHAT! I RECOMMENDED 

AN EXPER IMENTAL PHYSICS LAB, IE, A PHYSICS LAB EQUIPPED TO PERFORM THE 
TYPE OF EXPERIMENT REQUIRED FOR TESTING SUCH UNUSUAL VISION AS BOB LAM — 

beck's. Your objection — or, at least, as much as I am able to figure 
OUT BENEATH YOUR GENERAL ATTITUDE OF SUPERIORITY AND SCORN, SEEMS TO BE 
AT THE REDUNDANCY OF THE PHRASE "EXPERIMENTAL LAB" ON THE GROUNDS THAT 

ALL PHYSICS LABS ARE "EXPERIMENTAL1/. HOWEVER, YOU ALSO SEEM SCORNFUL AT 

THE SUGGESTION OF A PHYSICS LAB JN THIS CONNECTION AT ALL BECAUSE OF SOME 

RATHER PECULIAR NOTION OF YOURS THAT "LARGE EMITTING DEVICES OF THE 
TYPE NECESSARY FOR THIS KIND OF TESTING ARE TO BE FOUND ONLY |N HOSPITALS. 

Well, Greg, it may be that in your city such devices aRE to be found in 
HOSPITALS. I CAN ONLY SAY THAT HEREABOUTS, I HAVE NEVER KNOWN OF ANY 
HOSPITAL THAT CONDUCTS SUCH EXPERIMENTS. THE ONLY SUCH DEVICE I KNOW OF 

is in the Physics Department of the University of Washington. The UofW 
Physics Dept. DOES occasionally conduct such experiments on groups of 
students. Local hospitals to my knowledge, do not. Therefore, my rec- 
commendation WAS ACCURATE. I RECOMMENDED A PHYSICS LAB WHICH CONDUCTED 
THAT KIND OF EXPERIMENTS. AS TO YOUR SUGGESTION OF HAVING ONE*S VISION 

CHECKED IN A HOSPITAL ---- I LEAVE IT TO THE READERS TO SAY WHICH ONE OF US
"MISREAD" THE OTHER... FOR THAT MATTER, I SHOULD ALSO LIKE TO POINT OUT 
THAT REGARDLESS OF THE LOCATION — WHETHER IN A HOSPITAL OR A UNIVERSITY 
THE LABORATORY WHICH CONTAINS SUCH "LARGE EMITTING DEVICE'1 AS WOULD BE 
NECESSARY FOR SUCH AN EXAMINATION, WOULD BE, IPSO FACTO, A "PHYSICS LAB" 

BECAUSE OF ITS VERY NATURE. In SHORT, GREG, NO MATTER HOW FINS YOU 
SLICE EACH HAIR, YOU ARE STILL NO CLOSER TO BEING RIGHT THAN YOU WERE 
BEFORE.)

What I referred, to was that you don’t seem to know anything about science, but 
feel nonetheless qualified to talk about it, not only re: this but in connection with 
evolution, birth control, etc.

(GMC: I’m glad you phrased that "seem to know" because it expresses the 
ACCURATE PICTURE. To YOU, I DO NOT SEEM TO KNOW ANYTHING ABOUT THESE 

SUBJECTS, BECAUSE I DO NOT USE THE TECHNICAL JARGON |N WHICH YOU ARE AC­

CUSTOMED TO SEEING THEM EXPRESSED. THE DIFFERENCE IS THAT MY KNOWLEDGE 

IS AS DATED AS YOURS IS — ONLY MINE IS DATED A COUPLE OF DECADES PRIOR 

TO YOURS, AND SINCE THEN, NEW CONCEPTS HAVE BEEN ADDED AND NEW VERBAL 

SYMBOLS INTRODUCED. It IS PROBfABLY TRUE THAT SOME OF THESE NEW CONCEPTS 
MAY HAVE MADE THE EARLIER "KNOWLEDGE" OBSOLETE — BUT THAT |S NOT THE 

POINT HERE UNDER DISCUSSION. The REAL TRUTH APPEARS TO BE, GREG, THAT 
YOU HAVE SO LIMITED AN UNDERSTANDING OF THE SUBJECTS DISCUSSED, THAT YOU 
ARE COMPLETELY LOST WHEN THEY ARE DISUSSED IN OTHER WORDS THAN THOSE TO 
WHICH YOU ARE ACCUSTOMED. TRUE, I MAY LACK INFORMATION REGARDING RECENT 

DISCOVERIES, AND, ALSO TRUE, I MAY BE RELYING ON INFORMATION WHICH |S NO 

LONGER REGARDED AS CORRECT. BUT YOU, GREG, ARE SO LIMITED IN YOUR COVER­

AGE OF THE FIELD, THAT YOU DO NOT EVEN KNOW THIS... YOU THINK IN YOUR 

PSEUDO-KNOWLEDGE, THAT ABSENCE OF YOUR FAMILIAR JARGON MEANS NO KNOWLEDGE 

at all!! Tsk, TSK.... If YOU UNDERSTOOD THE SUBJECTS AS well AS YOU 
THINK YOU DO, YOU WOULD BE ABLE TO RECOGNIZE THE ARGUMENTS NO MATTER IN 
WHAT TERMS THEY ARE COUCHED.)

Must go, Hope you haven’t dropped out of FAPA (What, again? Is FANAC respon­
sible for this rumor, too?) since I’ve gotten on the list and hope to get in some day and want to seo you there, tpo. If you have, perhaps you can Tut me know by let­ter what you disagree with in this letter... and by the way, if you reply best send 
this letter back, since I'll know what I said, tkay? aii best, /s/ Grog Benford.



Joni 
Cornell 
(Court­
esy N3F 
Mas Bu)

(Review of IAEA. 141^93 by G.M.CARR, 5319 Ballard Ave,Seattle Wn.

Let’s face it — these huge mailings are dull as dish­
water, and getting duller by the mailing. As Chris 
Moskowitz truly says, they sound more and more like 
the backft>nce gossip of a couple of housewives hanging 
out the laundry... Wat’s more, I think it is time we 
took stock of the reasons for this condition. I’ve 
run across it once before — that was years ago when 
SAPS was at a peak of productivity which ground out 
a haystack of words for every small needle of talent. 
The trouble then — and I think it is the same trouble 
now — is that there were to* many female members and 
they were doing the majority of the publishing. Fem- 

;;avor, but when youfennc are fine to add spice and 
overload an apa with sweetening — Just like anything 
,else — it becomes nauseating. Like trying to eat a 
hamburger that's been soaked in Maple Syrup. It 
used to be that the few females who managed to gpt into
an apa, did so without benefit of boyfriend or spouse; 
they got in by means of their own efforts and their 
own talents. The few who got in otherwise, didn't last 
very long — and weren’t interested enough to care 
whether they did or not. Hie few who did stick: — 
Lee Hoffman, Nan Gerding, MZBradley, Helen Wesson, 
yes, and GMO — did so because they were interested 
in the apa itself, and not merely some male fan idiom 
they hoped to interest in themselves. But then came an 
influx of Him'-’n-Her teams into fandom — wherein the 
combined efforts of two fans added up to one fannlsh 
personality in itself, ie, J&R Coulson, J&A Young; 
i&FM Busby, etc. It was to accommodate such dual fan- 
nish personality that FABA passed its disastrous "dual 
membership" legislation. (A totally unnecessary inno­
vation, incidentally, because fans who attained their 
fannish credentials as a team would undoubted! y have 
continued to function as a team, no matter which of 
them held the actual membership.) But this intention 
laudable in itself, only backfired. Because, in- 
stead of bringing more team-personalities into FAPA, 
it only brought more females. What’s more, in a classic example of locking the bam 
door after the horse was stolen, it undid at a stroke all the careful screening which 
wns going into the FAPA Waiting List... FAPA, faced with the threat of indiscriminate 
Waiting List rotation, has now set up mechanism for weeding out potential deadwood or 
otherwise undesirable candidates. But, even while they carefully scrutinize the W/L, 
they have thrown the back door wide open to any mundane mentality that happens to 
marry a FAPAnl We gravely debate whether or not to raise the membership limit by 5 
or 10 members — hut Eg. baye already raised it to a possible 130 members! We can con­
trol the quality and credentials of 65 members; but of the spouses thus blithely 
admitted, we cannot do a thing! These mundane minded members have full right to prat­
tle happily about anything that interests them — and, as we can plainly see, they 
take full advantage of it! Now, wait a minute don’t get me wrong! I am not point-
Ing a finger at any one particular femme in FATA, nor even at any particular group of 
spouses. They are all of them, each in hiser own right, very worthy and intelligent 
'©qple; kind-hearted, good Cooks, gracious host & hostesses and all that. But, top 
'-ST them in an APA Mailing can and DOES make it a watered—down, mundane—slanted, 
olique-ish, verbose and femme-topheavy mess. Yakkity-yakkity-YAK — and little olso!



And now to the Mailing, such as it is. After much weary wading through wago 
after page of dull, mundane—type nattering, hoping against hope for an occasional 
spark of fannish fire to titillate the imagination or stimulate the.mind, all I have 
oeen able to come up with is this. If it seems dull, well —- that's what I'm trying 
to tell you! FAPA j9 dull...,

DIFu^RjuNT ♦- Sam Moskowitz. Sorry, Sam, after re-reading the same paragraph 3 times 
and still no better off than before, I ran a "Fog Index" check on it., the 17.2 fog 
rating \over college level) plus the crowded format, turned out to be .just too die * 
couraging. I just couldn’t get that interested in French stf. However, I appi -id 
most heartily Chris' Moskowitz' comments on the last page, which I quote herewith:

’'I'm getting pretty fed up reading how Joe Blow smashed up his car in Oskkosh 
while looking for a lost fan, or how Bob Beanie's cats chewed uo his onlv 
copy of Wei£d 2al££, or how Dick Neofan finally swapped his old mimeo for a 
new Gestetner.(but),., what gets me most is that too many of you. write 
stuff that sounds like gossip between two women over the backyard fence while 
they hangup the laundry." Congratulations, Chris. That needed saying..,

GAFIA PRESS STYLE BOOK - Redd Boggs. Another exquisitely neat example of a perfec­
tionist s publishing skill. A glance at the grammatical policy cxemplifiod therein, 
reminds me of an anecdote by Wi. F. Buckley, Jr:

"I recall with pleasure a dialogue several years ago between the journalist 
Ralph de Toledano and his publishers. They had sent Toledano the proof sheets 
on his latest novel. In going over them, he noticed that wherever the word 
Heaven or the word Hell appeared, they had not been capitalized, as the man­
uscript had prescribed, but appeared instead in small letters Td edaro pain­
stakingly corrected each of them, elevating them once again to upper case; and 
sent back the proofs. He received a telephone call. 'Ralph,' said the publish­
er, 'we have a set of style rules over here we must observe. *7hy do you insist 
on, capitalizing Heaven and Hell?' 'Because,' replied Toledano evenly. 'Thev're 
places. You know, like Scarsdale,"'

ALIF - Karen Anderson, I’m glad I plodded my way past the first 5 pages of this, 
because after a slow start it picked up interest on page 6 and by the end of the 
little fantasy, I quite enjoyed it. But the shiny-slick writing of the back page 
seemed more suited to "getter Homes & Gardens" than to a fapazino.

PAPER TRAPEZE, VOOS, FA, FAM., CATCH TRAP & LEFTOVER #1 - MZBradley. I like your 
analysis of "square"... It seems to bo’.l down to a lack of creative originality, 
doesn t it? And I suppose that is one of the things which characterizes the differ­
ence between fans and non-fens, too. Fans dare to think their pwi thoughts, without 
waiting first to see what the party line is going to be; they kre to enjoy their 
£Ea amusements, whether anyone else enjoys them or not, and they are articulate en­
ough to express their own ideas and appreciations without waiting for someone else to 
<-° f°r the®‘ But> mc3t’ of they have the moral courage and emotional stamina
to keep on enjoying thenselves in the face of the blank, non-comprehending stares of 
the Tinimaginative, mundane, follow-the—other-fellow "squares”.

MELANGE - Bt,0 & John Trimble. Enjoyed the pseudo Sherlock Holmes - excellently done, 
I suspect you are one of the few who could realize how incredibly lucky you were to 
get a full set of Norris cartoons... I had to wait for somebody to die in order to

®ut7°^Print Ji«t Book* Ibey are n°t t0 be found for mere money!
010’ 1 d hetter s0nd for tii® one that's probably just out by now...it's wOQUv vim©# /



THE BULL MOOSE - Bin Morse. The lack of white space made these closely-crowded pages 
unreadable to me. In fact, in some places I just had to give it up for a hopeless 
job., however, 1 did manage to fight my way through that featherbed of unrelieved 
verbiage far enough to catch your comments about the Puritan conscience, which Temin-

126 quotation from Wm. Buckley, Jr (National Review Bulletin, Jan.21).
1 though it concerns Pres. Kennedy and refers to the well-known fact that in our Dem­

ocratic United States, an Irish taaogrant’s grandson (or is it great-grandson) Can 
??? to become President (if his father can afford it!) and therefore by rights 

nev^thX * Briti8her like

‘'John P, Kennedy took a break the other day to address, non-jointly, the Massa­
chusetts egislature and the Harvard Board of Overseers. In his speech to the 
lawmakers. Jack urged upon the land his own strict moral code, which, he allows 
strai git-faced, derives from "New England ideals." It was old John Winthrop, 
along with assorted ‘Pilgrims and Puritans’ who fashioned the Kennedy morality... 
There was a snappy meeting of the Overseers (where it was observed that the 
last Massachusetts man to serve as both Overseer and President was John Quincy 
Adams, doubtless another Kennedy spiritual ancestor),.., but it was short and 
sweet, because the neo-descendant of Puritans had a date in New York with some 
Pilgrims from the jqUL frontier, headed up by Prank Sinatra and Peter Lawford, 
who had been at the Copa discussing affairs of state with a cotpie of other 
friends of the Kennedys, Mr. & Mrs. Sammy Davis Jr. All were looking forward

o the big inauguration blast. Mar the shades of John Winthrop and his Arabella 
shipmates be easeful, in the knowledge that their ideals rest in the willing 
hands of so stem a group of moralists!"

Incidentally, does anybody remember the name of that stf story- 
which referred to "President Kennedy" — and the date?

SAMBO #10 - Sam Martinez. Congratulations to guest-reviewer Kent COrey for coining 
* Althou^1 1 had particularly connected Greg Calkins 
“T ®Ier noticed 8i«n of it in his attitude, nevertheless 

tatel the Ph®*010®1100 very glad that someone hastaxen the trouble to define it. I quote:
"Su SBUHaisL. I do not mean that gontlanan fra
S Jut rather tile philosophy that ihe eada Jaatify Iba aeaaa. it
is the doctrine that a small group can control the thinking art voting of the

?aH®d fnndon’ aot honest effort and hard work, but
Kant.'

SSlti “y10"" W »»“• "Art *•* rou feel about requiring
to da “ r"! 7OU ”7 m d°' “4 obJect »« “■» anandnento this. B1-ll* tlie answer is simple: I’m in favor of screening the Whiting List
7 °"f T?8t" foqulrins -a™ to be a very reasonable

This ."L I M> against th. foolishness of passing an arendment about it.
«ld be a 8inPl® administrative matter — why try to make one of those nseudn- rntaHo?SrSLn ?6 48lacle froXLtog" e St

bv *° lehin hU8band-and-wife teams (instead of just letting them in
rnr J * U 80 that now W ar® 8tuck them whether they are good

T 7 n°I; Why risk In *ort, I’m against red tape for its om sake
nee we start on these red-tape binges, the group is likely to finditself so tied uo * 

tn^eSenta p}ae am8n<^e^8 to the amendments, and revisions to the amendments to? 
gives i^o^ dump th® Constitution entirely and strangle our-

tapeJ In fact« 1 think w ^uld be better off if we passed a 
and amendments andi^^gea^As and went back to the j.a iABA Constitution we started out with!

AN ILL-ADVISED PORTFOLIO - Jack Harneaa To> + . .. x
ck arness. lek, tsk.. all those wasted fanzine covers!



OIS - Jack Speer. Referring to my comment about the intrinsic value of the Biblical 
tory of creation as outlined in the First Chapter of Genesis you ask, "What other 

order might someone have reasonably guessed things occurred in?" The various other 
explanations" then current range from absurdities like a gigantic turtle with the 

earth growing out of its back, to metaphysical flights of fancy such as Brahma dream­
ing, Many of these myths seem wildly ludicrous to us now, which is in sharp contrast 
to'the Bible story; whnrCin the more we learn from science about the probable crea­
tion of this planet and the creatures on it, the more clearly we are able to see what 
it actually is saying in that remarkable First Chapter. By the way. Jack, just what 
is your authority for making such a preposterously dognatic statement as, "Aid to theii 
schools is at the very heart of the Catholic drive for power?" Does a simple request 
for Justice in the for® of equitable tax-representation as it refers to education con­
stitute in your eyes a "drive for power"? The fact is that Catholic parents DO have 
a legitimate beef at the way they are discriminated against in the matter of taxation 
without representation. Catholics support their own schools without asking any Feder- 
Ti f1* local tax®8 from anybody. Period. They plungle up their own money to maintain 
their own schools, and are perfectly willing to abide by all scholastic standards of 
the Public Education officials in doing so. But in spite of their voluntary support 
of the education of their own children, these same Catholics are taxed millions of 
additional dollars to educate non-Catholic children in the Public School Systems from 
which they, the Catholic parents, do not derive even one penny’s worth of benefit. In 
spite of the fact they are lifting million dollars worth of financial burden from the 
rest of the taxpaying public, Catholic parents are taxed ri^it along with everybody

°f ^lic Schools. And it is no use to prate that silly excuse, 
well, they COULD send their kids to the public school.." because the truth of the 

i8* they 0411 public school system just simply could not absorb these
additional scholars. Even if the parents were willing to settle for the kind of slip­
shod education their children would get in the public schools (which they are not) '

Slaaaxam aid teachers to take care of them. The
18 tha: public acho01 system is geared only to take care of the non-Catholic

children, and it is taxing the Catholic parents ri^it along with the rest of the pub-
Catholica hav® a justified beef at being thus unjustly dis- 

riminated against in being compelled to educate non-Catholic children aa well as hav­
ing to maintain their own schools in order to see tha^ their children get the kind of 
education the parents want for them. Catholic tax-payers feel, and rightly so, that 
they should be given some tax-rebate to compensate for the load they lift from the 
public school system; or, if that is not practical, then at least they should be given 
some share in their own tax-money in the form of "fringe-benefits"... a benefit in no 
way connected with the education itself, but merely a little help from school busses, 
fl Other aaa^catiml benefit. In short,
,o put it bluntly. Catholic children have to walk to school while their parents pay

Children can rid®’ I® THIS our American "justice"? S 
&Lb^?T 2^ °f ta^ discriminat^ our forefathers dumped the tea in Boston 

f m°re‘ Jus^ exactly H0W does it indicate a "drive for power" that U.S. 
thiS discrimination? How would you like it if ynnrkids had to walk, while you paid taxes so Catholic kids could ride?

E. NIXON, MO OF DESTINT - Bob Silverberg. Looks like we guessed wrong, eh 
if L, 1 sw®ct that Nixon missed the boat this time and never will catch up with it.
7 * Administration’s 2 terms are over, the grass-roots Conser­

vatives will probably have gathered strength enough to put up their own Candidate — 
situation into a schism that will split both parties.

£eW el®ctionB’ the Republican Party or the Democratic Party 
™ S ,4LU1 be aa dead a® the rtWhie®" and the "Federalists". And in the 

i0w line-up of political thought, I don’t think there'll be any place for Nixon.

Sor7 the resaoM why " hear4 f«m you 
?fb’ T&S a nic®~lookln^ jo?5 you managed for us this time, but frankly 

~ -oundlt.prettier to lode at than interesting to read. 7



c

WHAT am I DOING HBRE , LIMBO #4 - (Dave Hike). Bill Donaho mates a good but rather 
short-sighted point on page 10 (LIMBO), "I don’t think that McCarthy and followers or 
the House Unamerican Activities Committee makes a clear distinction between Communisty 
people who may be Communists, and Left-Wingers who have beliefs impalpable (unpalatatj 
to the Right-Wingers." I quite agree with that observation, Bill, however I wish to 
point out that there is no reason why they skeiUJ, make any distinction. What is more, 
I rather suspect there is no distinction possible, for JMS tq ^e. There is a deep- 
rooted emotional involvement here, in which the standards of values are arbitrary, aj\; 
net cased on any degree or gradation. Like, for instance, the similar emotional in­
volvement which has caused such anguish and political embarassment in the Deep Scuta 
by the ill-advised attempts to legislate away a deeply-rooted social segregation be­
tween white and negro school children. To bring up the point of the exact a^ee. of 
Leftist tinge in a suspected individual is as meaningless to a Right-Wing Conserva­
tive, as it would be to ask one of those hysterical, screaming Southern-Whites on a 
de segregated-school picket line to stop and consider the exact degree of negro blood 
in the colored pupils passing through. The Southern White fears pollution by even 
the faintest trace of colored blood; the Conservative "reactionary" fears pollution 
by even the faintest trace Of "liberal" thinking. Not so much for himself, as for 
the object of his deepest love and protection. To the Southern White, the spectre of 
a negro male in a mating embrace with his loved and cherished and all-white daughter 
is a nightmare left over from only God knows what vestigial racial memory; and like­
wise, the Conservative has an equally horrible nightmare of his beloved nation being 
raped by an equally tainted political philosophy, vamely, Communism. However, I sus­
pect that many anti-Anti-Reds do not realize this blanket inclusiveness, and are as 
shocked at being classed among the outri^it Communists, as a Gentleman of Color would 
be upon being treated as "just another nigger" by a contemptuous Southern White. Un­
reasonable? No doubt — but, nevertheless, it is there. Just ask any of the New 
Orleans demonstrators, for instance, if it would be all right for his daughter to 
marry a man who was only 1/64 negro and you’d undoubtedly get the same answer as you 
would if you asked a Right-Wing Conservative if it were all right to elect to public 
office a man who was "only" a Left Winger, not an actual Communist! (Incidentally, 
I wonder how many of you who read this, happened to see that issue of LIF^ Magazine 
which carried the pictures of the Sammy Davis, Jr — Mae What* sis wedding? What was 
YOUR emotional reaction to it? Oh, come on now — be honest with yourself! iihat ex­
actly did take place in your emotional metabolism when you looked at that monkey-faced 
little black man with his arm arouxdthat radiantly-blonde white girl?)

PHLOTSAM #16 - Phyllis Economou. Your comment to Coslet that "Jews come in all sizes, 
shapes, colors. They are brilliant and stupid; sparkling, prosaic and downright dull; 
conformist and rebellious; enterprising and lazy; rich and poor — just list all the 
human traits and you’ll know what a ‘Jew’ is" is true, of course, in the sense that 
aNY ethnln group is composed of human beings and will, therefore, display human char— 
asteristics in all degrees and variations. But just as it is true that whatever it 
is that places him in this ethnic? group is inevitably bound to leave some mark on his 
personality, so it is that whatever it is that causes a person to class himself as a 
"Jew" is bound to leave its own characteristic mark. Perhaps it is this same intangi­
ble standard of values which Coslet finds fascinating — or perhaps the indefinable 
results of that intangible standard of values. However, it is interesting to note 
that Jews, themselves, do not hesitate to label themselves a separate "species", and 
just recently David Ben-Gurion shocked the entire Jewish world by his definition of 
it and its obligations. Bluntly, he reminded them that a Jew is a Jew first, and a 
citizen of whatever country he happens to be living in secondly, and that the ’children 
of the Diaspora’ should not forget that they have a racial, religious, and economic 
obligation to their own nation, Israel. This didn’t sit at all well with many Jewish 
leaders, but a surprising number of them — all over the world — agreed with him in 
Ris' evaluation of their position. How many of you reading this are of Jewish descent 
and what was YOUR reaction to Ben-Gurion’s comments? Or did you hear of it at all? 
Incidentally, I read about it in the National Review Bulletin for Jan. 21, but did not 
see the entire text, merely a passing reference to it.



STF TIMES - Taurasi. Re the report of the panel discussion at Pittcon 
Killed Science Fiction?" — I don’t know who killed it, or if it is dead, alive, 
a Coma.. All I know is that the other day I had a batch of bills on my desk 
to, including a couple of mags up for renewal. One I wrote a check for^ the other I 
tossed in the wastbasket. It wasn’t until I was emptying the wastebasket that the si., 
nificance of my choice dawned on me. The. mag I had renewed was mundane slick of the 
house-and-gardens variety, the one I tossed away for Mag. of F&SF — to 
subbed ever since the very first issue’.! What's more, I left it that way... in 
Boucher stopped editing MofF&SF I've found less and less of interest in it, until now 
about the only thing I can find to look forward to is ^Ferdinand Feghoot pun. Who 
"killed" MofF&SF for me? An answer to that question mi^it answer tne other as wen.

FOTHPATLxW One - Pierre Versins. Very pretty — Is the story by MZB the same as that 
of similar title mentioned by Taurasi as being the only non-reprint in Ackerman s new 
British venture?

ICE AGE 3 - Noreen Shaw. Chuckled at that A. Reiss cover cartoon.. Children are 
supposed to believe what their teachers tell them — which is one reason parents. ought 
to pay a heck of a lot closer attention to what the teachers are teaching (and, xndi- 
dentally, why Catholics prefer to have their children educated in schools where they, 
the parents, have a reasonable assurance the kids are being taught ideas and values 
which are acceptable to the parents.) I recall being told in the 3rd grade that pick­
les had absolutely no food value. I believed it for years, until I found them listed 
on a Calorie Chart and discovered how wrong I had been! But misinformation of thao 
nature is unimportant compared to the damage which can be done by having irrespon.6ibj.e 
subjective opinions passed on to the children as fact* (Which is a very goou reason, 
in my opinion, for having control of the public school system teaching staff firmly 
in the hands of the local school board, rather than off somewhere in the depths of a 
Federal Burearocracy. Talk about your "drive to power" via schools the seal dan­
ger is not from tax—burdened Catholics who ask for A little relief from this dual ex­
pense, but rather those clamoring parents who want more and more "aid to education 
from any and every source they can get it, even including the handing over 01 their 
own children’s minds to any bureaocratic propagandizing their greediness 'invito' / 

LAUNDRY MARK - Hevelln. This resurrected reminder of the "good old days" of FARA re­
minds me of another characteristic of that era — the Deadwood that crowded it to tho 
very edge of The Elephant’s Graveyard of Fandom! That’s one facet of the Ancient 
Glory I think we can well do without!

LE MO INDRE #21 - Boyd Raeburn. That deli^itful poem-satire deservos reprinting after 
every Halloween... Very nice. The rest is unimportant grotching — has anybody else 
ever noticed that while Boyd can become almost lyrically poetic when describing things 
to eat and places in which he ate it, when he gets on other subjects he sounds like 
he's suffering from dyspepsia? Grumble, grumble, grotch, grotch...

BANDWAGON - Dick Ryan. But Dick, I have been namin! 'em — so what happens? Every time 
I name a name and present my evidence to support it, somebody accuses me of "scolding"!

APOCRYPHA #2 - Curt Janke. I like your mailing comm^ ’̂'^ than thin other ,
material, but then I suppose you can't sparkle brilliantly ALL the time... Well, any*- 
way, the poem on the laut page reminded me how difficult it is to reach a stage of 
.'.ruefannish euphoria when year drinking companions are only squares^... (Hmm, lessee, 
that ought to make a jingle itself: Truefannish euphoria

Just isn' t there
When one's drinking companion
Is only a square...

-Alas, still unreviewed are Phantasy Press (nice but unexiting); COSWALZINE 181 (Those 
th’mbnail mc's leave little to comment on);TARGET FAPA: VANDY: LARK: SALUD: SERCON'S 
3ANE: VINEGAR WORM: KLEIN BOTTLE: HORIZONS (Glad to see you continue with the covers. 
Looks very nice even if I didn't get around to reading it.’) & the Hoff womanzine...


